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Hurricane Sandy Arrives at PC

by Christine Rousselle ’13
News Editor
HURRICANE SANDY
To the average person, it was known as “Hurricane Sandy.”
To various internet commentators, it was the “Frankenstorm,”
or the “Snor’eastercaine.” To the citizens of New Jersey and
New York City, it was a disaster that resulted in extensive
flooding, power outages, and evacuations. To the students
of Providence College, Hurricane Sandy meant two days off
from classes, a 20-hour dorm lock-in, and a test of the College’s
various disaster preparation programs.
Students first received word that the storm was coming on
Friday, October 26, 2012. At this point, students were given
limited information while e-mails assured them that there was
indeed some sort of plan if the storm were to hit. As Hurricane
Sandy came closer, students were informed about emergency
food supplies and procedures, and classes were canceled on
Monday, October 29, and Tuesday, October 30.
At 10:41 a.m. on Oct. 29, students were e-mailed about
the protocol for getting food items from Raymond Dining
Hall and were informed that they would not be permitted to
leave their dormitories from 1 p.m. until 9 a.m. on Tuesday.
They were additionally instructed to pick up food items for
Monday’s dinner and Tuesday’s breakfast between noon and
1 p.m., as the dining facilities would be shut down. Alumni
Dining Hall remained closed through 4 p.m. on Tuesday.
Students who arrived at Raymond Dining Hall
shortly after noon were greeted with a line that stretched
nearly to Aquinas Hall. Once inside the cafeteria,
Raymond Cafeteria workers gave them a container to fill
SANDY / Page 5

Whether it was dressing up as Hurricane Sandy (left) or playing hall games (right), PC students found ways to
keep cheerful as Sandy raged.
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Hurricane Sandy rolled through the eastern seaboard this week
while courteously visiting Providence along the way. Thankfully,
the Providence College community was largely unaffected by the
storm. However, other parts of the nation, such as New York City,
New Jersey, Long Island, and West Virginia, were left broken and
devastated.
As we awoke to cancelled classes on Tuesday, millions awoke
to damaged houses and wrecked neighborhoods. The Cowl would
like to express their deepest sympathies to the victims of Hurricane
Sandy, many of whom are members of the PC community.
The storm was particularly relevant to The Cowl because we are
a media organization. Sandy highlighted the importance of media
in our everyday lives. We were constantly told to keep phones and
laptops charged and conserve battery power during the storm.
Energy and communication was rationed and cared for as much as
food and water. The Cowl did its part by updating the PC community
about food, school, and weather conditions. But we also took the
time to communicate the sunny side of the storm. Being trapped
indoors for a day proved to be a powerful bonding experience.
We knew that showcasing events such as the Suite’s “hall games”
would bring smiles to many faces. Media is precious during extreme
events because it delivers information and entertainment. We hope
we deliver both of these on a weekly basis and that it was especially
helpful during the storm.
To get an idea of just how precious media is, consider that when a
PC student (and resident of Staten Island) called home, her parents
did not know that 12 people had already died in the area. We are so
used to being intimately aware of our surroundings; just imagine
how horrifying it would be to not know what is going on around
you within a 20-mile radius. People halfway across the country knew
more about what was happening in Staten Island than many of its
residents. We should not take our access to media and information
for granted. Be involved in media and stay informed. Media and
communications is a precious commodity, and this past week was
evident of this fact.
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Fri 2

Partly
Cloudy

Sat 3

57°
36°

8:00 p.m.
Twelfth Night,
Angell Blackfriars
Theatre
9:00 p.m.
Glow Party,
McPhail’s

Partly
Cloudy

Sun 4

52°
35°

10:00 a.m.
Dunkin’ Donuts
Grand Opening
Celebration,
Slavin Atrium
9:00 p.m.
Grocery Bingo,
’64 Hall

Sunny

Mon 5

50°
32°

1:00 p.m.
Sunday NFL
Ticket, McPhail’s
7:00 p.m.
Yoga, Peterson
Group Fitness
Studio

Partly
Cloudy

47°
33°

5:45 p.m.
Butts and Guts,
Peterson Group
Fitness Studio
7:00 p.m.
Invisible
Children, ’64 Hall

Letter Policy

The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and letters to the editor from members of the
Providence College community and outside contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name, signature, a phone number, and an e-mail
address where he or she can be reached. Letters should be no more than 250 words in length and
will be printed as space permits. Guest commentaries should be limited to 700 words in length,
and only one will be published per week. The Cowl reserves the right to edit articles for space
and clarity. Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed to The Cowl office no later than
5:00 p.m. on the Monday before publication.
Mail submissions to The Cowl, 1 Cunningham Square, Providence, R.I. 02918; fax to
401-865-1202; submit online at www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or
hand deliver to The Cowl office in Slavin G05.

Tiffany & Earl Note

Tues 6

The Tiffany & Earl feature in Portfolio is a satirized account of Providence College. Both
the question and answers are purely works of fiction. Tiffany & Earl are anti-heroes whose
comments ultimately satirize the stereotypes they each represent.

Rain
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vs. Rhode
Island, Alumni
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7:00 p.m.
Ballet Body,
Peterson Group
Fitness Studio

Accuracy Watch

The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to
ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error in any article, please
e-mail the Editor-in-Chief at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary.
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Mandarin, Arabic Courses Now Offered
by Micaela Cameron ’13
News Staff
Academics
By the time we have arrived at
Providence College for our freshman
year, we have most likely studied
a foreign language in school. The
majority of us can say that we have taken
Spanish, French, maybe even Latin, but
how many of us can say that we have
taken Arabic or Mandarin Chinese?
The Department of Foreign Language
Studies has grown this semester,
adding two new classes in Arabic and
Mandarin to its curriculum. In the
current semester, the department is
offering both Arabic 101 and Mandarin
101 taught by Professors Louissa
Abdelghany and Jing Xu, respectively.
In the upcoming spring semester the
department intends to offer the next
102 level courses for each language.
The Arabic and Mandarin programs
came about as a result of both faculty
and student desire. Students, as well as
professors from multiple departments,
particularly the Department of
Foreign Language Studies and the
Global Studies Program felt the need
for the addition of non-European
languages to the College’s curriculum.
The department’s chairperson, Dr.
Nuria Alonso García, believes that
the addition of Arabic and Mandarin
allows students to benefit from a
more diverse and holistic offering of
languages.
Alonso García remarked that
many students expressed a desire

for the addition of these programs at
the College’s Family Day, Major and
Minor Fair, as well as events for early
admission students. Students are
interested in international relations,
global affairs, and multicultural
issues, and have been asking for
more opportunities to learn new
languages, especially Arabic and
Mandarin, two prominent languages
in the world today.
“I personally believe in the
importance of offering students a
language curricular that reflects our
multicultural society,” said Alonso
García. “Knowledge of foreign
languages is essential for full and
active participation in the global
community. Our current language
offerings are very strong and the
College can only benefit from adding
Sino-Tibetan and Semitic languages
that would open even more horizons
for us and our students.”
Abdelghany, who is teaching the
Arabic course, is also teaching French
classes as well. Students are benefiting
greatly from seeing connections
among languages across borders and
understanding that language can
surpass geographical regions and
boundaries.
According to Alonso García, the
department is committed to advancing
foreign language and cross-cultural
competencies by connecting students
with cultural constructs different from
their own. Through foreign language
studies, students can appreciate
perspectives that differ from their own
native frame of reference. Fostering
cross-cultural understanding and

awareness across disciplines inspires
the department to continue growing
and offering new languages.
Alonso García spoke highly of the
new faculty colleagues who recently
joined the department. Professors
Abdelghany and Xu are very motivated
and committed to working with the
students and the department in order
to further develop the programs.
This semester, there are 21
students enrolled in Arabic and 13 in
Mandarin. Currently, the department
is investing efforts in the creation
of a minor in both languages. The
minor will consist of two classes at
the elementary level, two classes at
the intermediate level, and two at the
advanced level, focused on writing
composition and cultural studies.
The Arabic and Mandarin classes
are not restricted to foreign language
studies or global studies majors.
Majors in all disciplines can benefit
greatly from the study of Arabic and

Mandarin—particularly
business
majors. Languages shape thought
and help students to talk about the
world differently. Studying foreign
languages allows students to express
their ideas in an entirely new way
while also learning about a new
culture. For example, a business
major could benefit from Arabic or
Mandarin and apply what he has
learned to their career. If a business
major knew either language, he
would be able to establish a bridge of
communication with other societies
and cultures that are also dominant
in the international business world.
“It has been a long and arduous
journey,” said Alonso García, “but we
are arriving at a place where these
essential language programs are getting
the support they need. The department
is grateful for this recognition and is
delighted that the College can make its
way to the forefront of an increasingly
multicultural and multilingual world.”

Courses Offered Spring Semester 2013
-Elementary Arabic I (TWF 9:30-10:20 a.m.)
-Elementary Arabic II (TWF 10:30-11:20 a.m.)
-Elementary Chinese I (MWF 1:30-2:20 p.m.)
-Elementary Chinese II (MWF 11:30-12:20 p.m.)
IMAGES COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Who Was Bishop Matthew Harkins?
Up

The Cowl’s series on Providence College’s history continues this week with a look at the life of Bishop Matthew Harkins, the namesake of Harkins Hall.
by Kathleen McGinty ’16
News Staff
PC History

With its façade of crème-colored
arches and French Gothic designs
curving slightly in an open embrace,
Harkins Hall, standing prominently
at the end of the driveway, is the first
building to greet passersby entering
through Providence College’s main
gate at River Avenue. Also home to the
Office of Admission, the Office of the
Dean of Undergraduate and Graduate
Studies, and the Office of Financial Aid,
Harkins Hall appears to play an integral
role in the operation of Providence
College. Is it a mere coincidence that
Harkins Hall is bestowed with such
prestige? The story of Bishop Matthew
Harkins, D.D., an instrumental figure
in the founding of PC, may suggest
otherwise.
As a priest in 1884, a time when
the American Catholic Church was
facing discrimination from Protestants
in the country, Irish Bostonian Bishop
Matthew Harkins, a graduate of
the College of the Holy Cross in
Worcester, Mass., was inspired to
provide education for Catholics at the
university level. After hearing Bishop
John Lancaster Spalding urge Catholics
to educate themselves at universities
to become equal to their Protestant
counterparts, Harkins’ dream of
founding a college for Catholics was
solidified.
Becoming Bishop of Rhode Island

Harkins Hall was the first building at Providence College.

on April 14, 1887 provided Harkins
with a prime opportunity to execute
his vision. In 1910, after advocating
for priests and pastors to come and
educate members of the Providence
Diocese, Harkins began to search
for a religious order to teach at his
visionary college. Since Harkins
visited Washington, frequently to serve
as a committee worker on Catholic
University’s Board of Trustees, he
turned to the Dominicans, who opened
a Dominican House of Studies in the
D.C. area. Befriending Dominic Maria
van den Wildenberg, O.P., on his
visits, Harkins was invited to a dinner
with the Dominicans in Washington,
who soon unanimously agreed to
teach at his institution but asked him
to postpone his dream until enough
Dominican priests were able to staff
the college. Nevertheless, Harkins had

ANDRES TABORDA ’15 / THE COWL

secured a religious order on which to
found his university.
Although the prospect of founding
a college looked promising, Harkins
was unable to secure permission from
Fr. Cormier, Master General of the
Dominicans in Rome, and was forced
to put his plans on hold. For two years,
there was no talk about the prospect of
founding a Dominican college.
Yet in December 1915, Harkins
worked in tangent with Fr. James
Raymond Meagher, O.P., another
Irish Bostonian who imparted a vision
similar to that of Harkins. While
Harkins wrote the document that
founded the College, consisting of a
petition and maps that explained the
college’s long-term goals and plans
as well as its selection of Dominicans,
Meagher wrote to Fr. Cormier in a
plea for his approval. The Dominican

Intermediate Chapter in Washington
accepted Harkins’ petition on October
11, 1915, but the written permission,
sent over on the American liner Ancona
from Italy, sank to the bottom of the
Mediterranean when the ship was
torpedoed.
Despite the wait of establishing his
long-desired college, Harkins secured
official permission from Rome in
1915 from Fr. Louis Theissling, O.P.,
who became Master General after Fr.
Cormier became ill. In February 1917, a
series of final approvals made Harkins’
vision a reality. Rhode Island governor
Robert Livingston Beckman signed the
Act to Incorporate Providence College
into law and Pope Benedict XV granted
papal permission for the college. Thus,
Providence College was given its first
breath of life in February of 1917.
Through small-scale fundraising
such as bake sales, Harkins was
able to procure enough money to
break ground for the College’s first
building on May 23, 1918. Two years
later, in September of 1919, the
College opened with nine Dominican
faculty members and 71 students.
Although Harkins humbly refused
to have the College named after him,
the first building of the College was
dedicated to him on May 25, 1919
and officially named Harkins Hall.
Harkins passed away two years later,
but Harkins Hall serves as an eternal
remembrance of his determination
and of the fulfillment of his long
sought-after dream.
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Ask PC: Weather

“What did you do during the Hurricane Sandy lock-in?”

“I ran around Aquinas
as Luigi.”
-Martha Fermin ’15

“I watched as many
horror movies as possible
starting with the Human
Centipede.”
-Daniel Zalewski ’15

Campus Events

On Thursday, October 25, six
students came together with the
support of the senior class to
raise money for The Tomorrow
Fund. Lauren Kent ’13, Michele
Kristie ’13, Colleen Hayes ’13,
John Andruszkiewicz ’13, Sarah
Dombroski ’13, and Emmett Croker
’13 organized this fundraiser for
their Sports Marketing class, which
requires students to create a sportsrelated event that raises money
for charity. The group chose to
fundraise for The Tomorrow Fund,
which provides families of children
suffering from cancer with emotional
and financial support.
The Tomorrow Fund’s Clinic is
located at Hasbro Children’s Hospital
in
downtown
Providence,
R.I.
Approximately 400 children are treated
at this clinic annually from Rhode
Island, Connecticut, and Massachusetts.
“It is incredible to think that families
in our community experience such
devastating childhood illness,” said
Hayes. “All we can do is contribute to
hope we can make a difference for these
children and their families.”
The fundraiser took place this
past Thursday at Rí Rá Irish Pub in
downtown Providence. Around 200
seniors came out to celebrate for the
charity. Two DJs, Shaun Fletcher ’13
and Brennan Callahan ’13, provided
the music for the evening. With the
support of the senior class, the group
was able to raise $1,985 that night.
The main charity event, called
The Providence Classic, is set to
take place on Nov. 12 at the Dunkin’

Donuts Center. During the Providence
College’s Men’s Basketball game
against Bryant University, children
from The Tomorrow Fund will be
scrimmaging in a 5-on-5 basketball
game during halftime. There will be
a raffle during the game, with items
including $500 worth of Swarovski
products, a
Providence Bruins
autographed hat and tickets, gift
certificates to places like Salon 888,
and a Providence College bundle pack
including a T-shirt, water bottle, and
nylon bag. The raffle will be drawn on
Nov. 12, so all students, faculty, and
Friar fans are encouraged to buy their
tickets beforehand.
As a group, they have provided
the children and their families free
tickets to the game. A representative
from The Tomorrow Fund will also be
singing the national anthem to make
the event more about the charity itself.
After the game, the team and Coach
Ed Cooley will hold a meet and greet
with the children and their families.
The group is trying to raise
$3,000 for The Tomorrow Fund and
encourage all students and faculty to
purchase tickets for the game using
the Promo Code “Tomorrow2012”.
Providence Athletics has graciously
offered to donate a percentage of these
sales to The Tomorrow Fund charity.
“I’m looking forward to making
this event a night that the children
and their families will never forget,”
said Kent.

If anyone is interested in
helping out or donating
additional contributions,
please contact Lauren Kent at
lkent1@friars.providence.edu.

“I went home to help my
grandparents out since we
had some serious damage.”
-Justin Gomes ’13

“I played FIFA until the
Xbox broke.”
-Nick Rossini ’15

Students Host Fundraiser for
The Tomorrow Fund
by Amanda Garganese ’13
News Staff

“I watched movies and ate
two large pizzas with my
roommates.”
-Bridget Plouffe ’15

“I enjoyed getting to
know my residents.”
-Chris Baker ’15

Cowl Puzzler
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Storms are good chances to build forts.

“I ate. I ate a lot of things.”
-Caroline Jones ’14

“I watched movies
and ate two pounds of
Ramen noodles.”
-Victoria Cuartas ’15
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Casey Wheeler ’13,
President of the Board of
Programmers
by Kathleen Sullivan ’14
Senior News Writer
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by Andres Taborda ’15
Asst. News Editor

Club President Spotlight

News Briefs

Halloween Makes an Early Appearance
Halloween came rather early to Providence College this year. A stroll through
campus on any night this past weekend felt like a fashion show of extremely
interesting costumes. With Halloween falling in the middle of the week this year,
the student body came to a general consensus that the popular holiday festivities
would be held the weekend before Oct. 31. Aside from the many off-campus
events, the College also sponsored Halloween on the Quad with hot chocolate,
Allie’s donuts, and a variety of music.

The Children Were Coming! The Children Were Coming!
It is rare to hear the voices of young children on PC’s campus, unless it
is Halloween. PC Pals, an on-campus group that brings in children from
off-campus, held a Halloween party this past week for all children in their
program. The party was held in Aquinas Lounge with pizza, candy, and
games. Children were dressed up, as was the Aquinas Lounge.
MERYL ERTELT ’13 / THE COWL

Casey Wheeler is serving as the president of the Board of Programmers for the 2012-13 school year.

Casey Wheeler’s ’13 position as
president of the Board of Programmers
(BOP) is only the beginning of her
substantial list of leadership roles at
Providence College. She works for
the Collections and Digital Services
Department out of Phillips Memorial
Library, she is a member of the NOLA
Immersion team, and she has been an
Orientation Leader for the past two
years. She has also been involved in
Habitat for Humanity, participated in
intramural sports and the Women’s
Rugby team, and “was fortunate
enough to have an amazing study
abroad experience in Florence, Italy”
during the summer of her junior year.
It should come as no surprise
that Wheeler was just as involved in
extracurricular activities in high school
as well. She explained, “When I first
came to PC, I decided that I wanted
to take a step back before committing
to an involvement.” But by the second
semester of her freshman year, she
was settled and ready to explore all
of the involvement opportunities that
were available to her. She had a great
experience joining the rugby team
and tried out for numerous other
clubs, including BOP. Her passion for
this organization is apparent in her
enthusiasm, and “BOP has truly made
PC a home” for her.
Wheeler states that her main role
as president of BOP is to “serve as a
resource and a mentor to the Board
members in order to facilitate their
event planning process.” She serves as
a bridge between the administration
and the Board in order to make
sure all the procedures are followed
correctly, as well as working with
other club executives to encourage cosponsorships and working together to
put on events.
Within BOP, Casey and the rest
of the Executive Committee (Vice
President Brian Carolan ’13, Secretary
Allie D’Aprile ’13, and Treasurer
Vincent Golemme ’13) work as a
team to make all major decisions,
conduct the process of selecting new
members, and consulting each other
on any other matters of importance.
Together, the Board of Programmers
“has a comprehensive mission to bring
the PC community quality events that
pique the interest of the entire student
body.” Goals for this year include
programming for a variety of student

needs and working with the everchanging social media environment to
“find new and exciting ways to share
information about our events with
students.” Wheeler adds, “The door
to our office in Lower Slavin LL12 is
always open, so please stop by and chat
with us! We welcome any feedback
and ideas—after all, we plan for you!”
Wheeler embodies the positive goals
of the organization she represents, and
her excitement about what she does
and what this experience means to
her is inspiring. “The thing I like the
most about our organization is that it
brings people together who normally
would never have met,” she explains.
“Whether it’s the students attending
our events, or within the Board itself,
I’ve personally met so many people
who are different from myself and
it’s helped me to grow so much as a
person.” She is always amazed with
the strong support that the Board
provides for its members.
Wheeler
understands
the
importance of getting involved in
the community as a college student,
and for her it has truly made all the
difference. Her involvement in BOP
and other activities has provided
her with friendships that will last far
beyond her college experience and
has taught her so much about what it
means to be a leader and serve others.
Wheeler encourages all students to get
to know the people in their community
and learn from them because everyone
has a story to share, and as one of her
mentors told her, “It’s not about the
‘things’ in life, it’s about the people.”
For Wheeler, serving the needs of
the student body is the focal point
of her duty as president of BOP, but
she acknowledges each individual
student’s role in the PC community
too. “What we have to remember as
students is that the College does not
function without us; we are the reason
that classes take place and activities
happen, and in order to take an active
role in our college journey, we need to
take ownership of that experience.”
Wheeler works hard to make her own
experience and the PC community’s
experience the best it can be, and she
pushes others to take an active role in
that process as well.

The Seniors Were Coming! The Seniors Were Coming!
The College held its open house this past Saturday as it makes its way to take
in the Class of 2017. Prospective students from around the country visited the
campus this weekend for tours and information sessions about the school. The
College recently incorporated the Early Decision program into the admissions
process. With the deadline fast approaching for that and Early Action, the
College exposed itself this weekend with hopes of attracting applicants in both
of these pools.

Laundry Just Got a Million Times Easier
Sick of making numerous trips up and down the stairs to check on laundry?
Frustrated when someone touches your clothes to get it out of the washer or dryer?
Now you can actually track your laundry with LaundryView. The new app allows
you to see if there are any machines available and if you are using them, it allows
you to see how much time is left so you only have to make your way to the laundry
room when necessary. And if you live in a dorm where the laundry room and trash
room are combined, you should be the most grateful for this new app.

SANDY: PC Spared
Major Damage
Continued from front page
with various sandwich options, fruit,
pastries, chips, and other snack items
to hold them over for the duration of
the storm.
Workers in Raymond Cafeteria
reported that they only had about
an hour’s notice to prepare for the
onslaught of students. The scene was
described as being “relatively tense,”
which, considering the circumstance,
is understandable.
According to Kevin Collins ’13, the
scene in Raymond Cafeteria was “like
Lord of the Flies,” and chaotic. However,
he conceded that the cafeteria workers
“handled it very well for what they
were given to work with, by which I
mean, the whole school lining up and
being let in with little line regulation.”
Collins’ statements were echoed
by Mike Cheely ’14, who said that he
“was impressed by how quickly the
school administration responded to
the storm.”

Conversely, Michael Curran ’13 was
disappointed with the school’s dining
hall plans, saying that it left him with
“little more than a small helping of
potato salad and turkey, which was
somehow supposed to get me through
a day and a half without access to
the dining hall.” As far as the class
cancelations went, Curran agreed with
the College’s decision to cancel classes,
citing concerns about professors
traveling to campus, as well as for the
safety of commuter students.
Despite the frightening forecasts, PC
was mostly spared from any serious
damage. A tree in front of the library
and another behind Aquinas Hall fell
over, but no buildings suffered any
major damage. Although classes were
canceled on Tuesday, the weather was
mostly clear, with rain coming only
later in the afternoon.
By Wednesday, the storm had fully
passed, and classes and activities
returned to normal.
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Rhode Island Races: Both New and Old Faces
by Andres Taborda ’15
Asst. News Editor
Rhode island
When you go beyond the gates of
Providence College, you will find a
political battleground. Rhode Island
is gearing up for a busy Election Day
next Tuesday. While there is no doubt
in any politico’s mind that Barack
Obama will carry the state heavily,
there are a few races in the state that
are still up in the air.
If there is any race in Rhode Island
that will increase voter turnout, it
is the first congressional district.
David Cicilline, the former mayor of
Providence, is a one-term incumbent
looking to secure a second term in
office. Cicilline has been under heavy
criticism in his first term in office after
the financial disaster that he left in the
city of Providence. When running for
his first term in congress back in 2010,
Cicilline claimed that he was leaving
Providence in “excellent” financial
conditions. Soon after the election
Mayor Angel Taveras described the
city’s financial condition as a “category
five hurricane.”
The Congressman has endured the
heavy criticism and still has managed
to win a Democratic primary by a
large margin.
He will face Brendan Doherty, the
former Superintendent of the Rhode
Island State Police, next Tuesday.
Doherty, a Republican, has come
on strong as a newcomer to
the political spectrum.
He
has

exposed Cicilline’s record as a
legislator, mayor, and congressman
through television, radio, and mail
advertisements. Much of it, however,
has been in the attack form. Doherty
has made it very clear that it is the
fourth quarter of this election. The
11th hour is here, but is attacking
effective? Or does David Cicilline
have so much baggage that this is
the only effective way of showing
Rhode Island voters who currently
represents them in Congress?
Like the first congressional race, a
political newcomer is challenging the
race for the US Senate seat currently
held
by
Sheldon
Whitehouse.
Whitehouse previously served as
the Attorney General for the state of
Rhode Island before being elected to
the Senate. He is the sponsor of the
Buffet Rule, legislation that would
require the richest Americans to pay
at least the same tax rate as the middle
class. Whitehouse is one of the most
progressive members of Congress
and a key legislative ally to
President Barack Obama and
Senate Majority Leader Harry
Reid (D-NV).
Barry Hinckley, a
Republican, who in
a recent debate
showed
how
distant he is
from the

national
Republican
Party,
is
challenging Whitehouse. Hinckley
may seem like a breath of fresh air for
Rhode Island politics, but the fact of the
matter is that the Whitehouse is and
has been leading in the polls by double
digits. It will be left to see if Hinckley
can manage an upset this coming
Tuesday, which would be the upset of
the decade in Rhode Island politics, but
has a slim chance of happening.
As Ted Nesi from WPRI-12 tweeted,
“Imagine, for a moment, what this
election season would be line in R.I. if
party control of the General Assembly
were up for grabs.” If Rhode Island had
that many Republicans, the state would
probably be considered a battleground.
But reality is that Rhode Island will
continue to be heavily controlled by the
Democrats, as it has been for the past
75 years. With party dominance not
being an issue here, interest groups
begin to focus on specific issues. The
biggest issue in Rhode Island, aside
from the economy and jobs, seems
to be marriage equality. Gordon
Fox, speaker of the House of
Representatives and an openly
gay man, has vowed to call a
vote on marriage equality in
the early stages of the 2013
session. Of course,
this

is all dependent on Fox being reelected
to the House and as Speaker. Liberal
independent Mark Binder, a storyteller,
whose campaign seems to focus solely
on attacking Fox and not on offering
solutions to the problems in the state,
is challenging Fox for his seat. The
first hurdle is to elect the man with
power who is willing to call a vote on
the marriage issue. The next hurdle
is to elect pro-equality candidates to
the House and the Senate. If Fox can
pass the bill through his own chamber,
he has vowed to lobby his Senate
counterpart, M. Teresa Paiva-Weed,
president of the Senate, to pass the bill
in concurrence and have it signed into
law by pro-equality Lincoln Chafee.
Rhode Islanders, however, are
already looking at the 2014 election.
With the governor’s race already
shaping up, the General offices will
all be up for grabs. It is left to be seen
how the gubernatorial race will shape
up. With Governor Lincoln Chafee
speaking at the Democratic National
Convention this past fall, will the
Democrats take Chafee under their
wing and endorse him, or will this
turn into an ugly race much like any
other in Rhode Island?
Once next Tuesday is over and
done with, expect the attention
to shift rapidly to 2014.
Rhode Islanders will
not be taking a break
following the election
and the next two
years could be
interesting
to
watch unfold.
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Eve of the Election: Swing States and Sandy
by Naomi Eide ’13
Senior World Writer
united states
In the wake of Hurricane Sandy, the
last week of presidential campaigning
changed to support those affected by
the severe storm. With millions still out
of power, President Barack Obama and
presidential Republican nominee Mitt
Romney have taken a step back from
overt politics to assess the damage of
the storm and rally support across
the country for the hard hit northeast
corridor. Rather than campaigning
in Florida and Wisconsin early in the
week, President Obama returned to
Washington to monitor the federal
response to the hurricane. Though
Romney continued to campaign in
swing states like Ohio, Wisconsin, and
Iowa, he cancelled events in Virginia
and New Hampshire. ABC News
reported that Romney’s campaign bus

was loaded with relief supplies to be
sent to relief centers in states affected
by the storm. Though the candidates
lost time campaigning, the storm itself
deterred coverage of their last-ditch
efforts to communicate with voters in
swing states.
Following
Hurricane
Sandy,
on Wednesday President Obama
reported to New Jersey to assess
damage along the coast. Though many
speculated that Obama’s visit was
politically motivated, White House
spokesman Jay Carney said, “This is
not a time for politics. The president
appreciates the efforts of governors,
state and local officials across the
various states that were affected
by the storm regardless of [their]
political party.” Even his tour guide,
New Jersey Governor Chris Christie,
praised Obama’s efforts helping the
states dealing with the storm, much
to the chagrin of the Republican Party.
The hurricane brought attention

to the question of the federal
government’s role and how Romney
would have potentially handled a
similar situation if he were in charge.
While campaigning in Ohio, Romney
ignored questions on whether he
supported the Federal Emergency
Management Agency’s role in disaster
relief and instead responded, “We
won’t be able to solve all the problems
with our effort this morning,” Romney
said, adding, “One of the things you
learn in life is you make the difference
you can, and you can’t always solve all
the problems yourself.” Rather than
turn the emergency response into a
political issue, both candidates instead
individually rallied support for the
storm victims. CNN, however, has
not shied away from politicizing the
storm and polled voters, questioning
“Has Superstorm Sandy changed your
preference in presidential candidates?”
49.96% of voters responded, “Yes, I
was impressed by Obama’s leadership

in his response to the storm” while
only 7.17% showed their support
for Romney, replying, “Yes, I was
impressed by Romney’s sensitivity to
storm victims.” The remaining 42.86%
of opinions remained unchanged,
stating, “No, I’ve made up my mind
about the candidates.”
But where do the candidates actually
stand in the race? With less than a
week to go, the Gallup poll released
on Tuesday, October 30 showed Mitt
Romney and President Barack Obama
tied with 48% based on registered
voters. The poll also included in the
results undecided voters, and asked
which way they were inclined to vote.
As of Sunday, October 28, Romney
was projected to have support for 206
electoral votes, while Obama had a
projected 261, with a winner requiring
270 electoral votes to win the election.
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Speaker Bears Witness to Colombian Turmoil
by Emily Kennedy ’15
World Staff
colombia

The US government’s support
for the Colombian military has led
to violence and death, said Ligna
Pulido, an indigenous activist leader
from Colombia.
Pulido came to Providence College
Oct. 22 to discuss the US policy toward
Colombia and the effects of these
policies on indigenous communities.
Her visit was sponsored by Witness
for Peace, a US-run organization that
supports peace, justice, and sustainable
economies in the Americas.
Pulido is from the Nasa community
in Colombia’s Cauca region. Cauca
is one of the areas most severely
plagued by extreme violence, both
from the Colombian military and
from the FARC rebel group. Pulido’s
organization, the CRIC (Cauca
Regional Indigenous Council) has
demanded that both the government
and rebel forces leave their territory,
but the fight has not been easy.
   “The FARC tries to recruit children
into the army and abuses children,
using non-conventional weapons
such as gas tanks and car bombs,”
said Pulido.
The military group, which has now
over 15,000 armed men in Cauca, is
just as bad, she said. “They also abduct
children and abuse women.”
   Pulido said that CRIC was formed
in 1979 as a resistance movement
against the military forces who were
creating violence due to their desire
to extract the abundant natural
resources, such as minerals, water,
and gold, found in the Cauca region.
   Pulido said CRIC formed a Minga,
which is an indigenous concept that

PHOTO COURTESY OF INFOSURHOY

brings people together to do acts of
community work such as harvesting,
fixing a bridge, or other forms of
activism work. She said, “Today’s
Minga is for territorial harmony to
end this war.”
According to Pulido, the U.S.
finances most of this war due to the
Free Trade Agreements we have
with Colombia. These Free Trade
Agreements are not fair and do
nothing to benefit the Nasa people,
she said.
The Free Trade Agreements are not
approved by the people of Colombia

and trump the Colombian National
Constitution. Because of this, “It just
creates a genocide in order to produce
riches,” Pulido said.
Many companies, such as Coca Cola
and Nestlé, are exploiting the land and
extracting water in the Cauca region,
she said.
Pulido says there are three
strategies the companies use to kick
the indigenous people off the land.
These strategies form what is known
as the Consolidation Plan and are
designed by the US State Department
and financed by the US people.

The native people are being forced
off their land by the military, through
the dismantling of their Constitution
and through the neglect of the media.
Pulido said that much of the violence
from the FARC and the military group
is not reported by the media. “The
media also doesn’t show that we
have a participatory, democratic and
nonviolent movement,” she said.
CRIC wants to be recognized and
respected, Pulido said. “Everyone has
a way of contributing. It is much more
than the mass media presents us as.”

International Relations Under Obama: A Retrospective
by Becca Larrivee ’13 and
Lynnzie Marinaccio ’13
international
In February 2009, President Obama
announced his intentions to end the
war in Iraq. All US combat missions
had ceased by August 2010, when
Iraqi Security Forces took the lead in
controlling and protecting the security
of their country. As promised, all
United States troops were out of Iraq by
December 2011. Since then, the United
States has maintained a relationship
with sovereign Iraq, guided by the USIraq Strategic Framework Agreement.
This agreement has allowed for the
shift from a military-led mission to
a civilian-led mission, in which the
United States is working “to build
a partnership with Iraq that will
strengthen its government, industry
and people,” according to Obama.
Upon taking office, Obama focused
his efforts and resources on the war
in Afghanistan and on pursuing alQaeda. In 2009, 33,000 surge troops
were sent to Afghanistan. Under
the Obama administration the U.S.
strategy for Afghanistan and Pakistan
has been to disrupt, dismantle, and
defeat al-Qaeda. The objectives of this
strategy involve “denying al Qaeda
a safe haven, reversing the Taliban’s
momentum, and strengthening the
capacity of Afghanistan’s security
forces and government so that they
can take lead responsibility for
Afghanistan’s future,” acccording to
whitehouse.gov. Highlights of this
plan include the death of Osama bin

PHOTO COURTESY OF JCU NEWS

Egyptian President Mubarak, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, President Barack Obama, Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas and King Abdullah II of Jordan gather to discuss US-Middle East relations.

Laden in May 2011, making for
the deaths of 20 out of 30 top al-Qaeda
leaders. As of now, Obama’s foreign
policy plans call for the removal of all
US troops from Afghanistan by 2014.
On March 19, 2012, President Obama
ordered a military assault in Libya to
prevent a “genocide in the Libyan city
of Benghazi,” according to the New
York Times. The President hoped to
avoid a larger scale conflict at a later
date. When asked about the scale of
American intervention in Libya, the
President was quoted in The New York
Times as saying, “American leadership
is not simply a matter of going it

alone, and bearing the entire burden
ourselves. Real leadership creates the
conditions and coalitions for others to
step up as well; to work with allies and
partners so that they bear their share of
the burdens and pay their share of the
costs and to see that the principles of
justice and human dignity are upheld
by all.” In short, the goal of the United
States was to encourage the removal of
Qaddafi by the rising rebel forces.
Under the Obama presidency,
the country “provided full financial
assistance for the Iron Dome short
range anti-rocket defense system

protecting villagers on the Pakistan
border,” according to The New York
Times. In addition, Obama has repaired
relationships with Prime Minister
Benjamin
Netanyahu,
relieving
tensions caused by disagreements
under the Bush administration. When
asked about the status of US-Israeli
relations, Ehud Barak, the Israeli
defense minister, stated, “I can hardly
remember a better period of American
support and backing and Israeli
cooperation and similar strategic
understanding of events around us.”
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If anything could fall from the sky,
what would you want it to be?

“A’s!”
Amanda Hadsell ’13

“ITunes giftcards.”
Camille Smith ’13

“Skittles!”
Natalie Babich ’14

“Happiness!”
Josh Kasper ’15

“Cats.”
Hannah Howroyd ’13, Nicole Sodoski ’13

“Sirloin steak.”
Lauren Kent ’13, Vicki Robertson ’13

“Take 3
chicken patties!”
Mike Tate ’13, Brendon Collins ’13,
Mike Keane ’13
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SAADIA AHMAD ’14/ THE COWL
LEFT, ABOVE:
Dining Services and Sodexo workers planned a Halloween-themed
dinner for Oct. 31, featuring a holiday meal, painted pumpkins and
enthusiastically costumed employees.

REBECCA BROPHY ’13/ THE COWL

MERYL ERTELT ’13/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
In preparation for the upcoming presidential election, the Department
of Political Science, BOMA, OLAS, PC Republicans, and PC Democrats
sponsored a lecture by Angel Martinez Loredo and follow-up discussion
entitled “The Influence of Latinos and the 2012 Presidential Election“
on Wednesday, October 24.

BELOW:
On Oct. 28, Things for Thursday and PC Dining cosponsored a
“Paint-a-Pumpkin“ event.

REBECCA BROPHY ’13/ THE COWL
ABOVE:
Campus Chaplain Fr. James Cuddy, O.P., enjoys the Gilbane Co. Hits for
Alzheimer’s, a home run derby event held at the intramural softball
field on Saturday, October 27. Over $3, 000 were donated to the
Alzheimer’s Association: Rhode Island Chapter.

MORGAN PEKERA ’15/ THE COWL

Compiled by Saadia Ahmad ’14, Photo Editor, and Rebecca Brophy ’13, Assistant Photo Editor
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Twelfth Night Done Right

by Mary McGreal ’15
A&E Staff
Review

Have you ever seen She’s the Man,
the 2006 romantic comedy starring
Amanda Bynes? If you have, then
you are aware that it involves gender
swapping, mistaken identity, comedy,
and romance. But did you know that
the movie is loosely based off William
Shakespeare’s comedy Twelfth Night?
Like the saying goes, do not judge
a book, or in this case, a play, on the
movie. The chance to see the original is
now yours, as Twelfth Night is currently
running at Providence College’s Angell
Blackfriar Theatre. Presented by the
Providence College Department of
Theatre, Dance, and Film, there are six
performances spanning Oct. 26 to 28
and Nov. 2 to 4. Providence College
students are involved in every aspect
of the production, taking on more
visible roles such as actors, as well as
less-visible ones behind the scenes
such as stage managers, working in
the box office, publicity, and more.
The production is a take on a classic
with a modern twist, one that is most
accurately described as eclectic and
whimsical. From the costumes to the
set, the sound and props, there was a
certain charm about the whole thing.
The costumes were a hodgepodge
collection of clothing styles, which
probably should not have worked,
but it did. The set was interesting as

well—several large rotating panels of
text from the play on one side served
as the background. The props were
a mix of retro and modern—rabbit
ear televisions and iPads. Keep an
eye out for a particular piece that is
rather difficult to miss: the cloud.
While most of the design elements
came across as quirky, the giant cloud
of hundreds and hundreds of plastic
cups was just confusing. Sure, within
the context of the set and costumes,
you could probably argue that it
worked, but within the context of
the play, it did not. There is probably
something analytical and scholarly
to say about it; perhaps the cloud,
as a cover, represents the multiple
masks or faces various characters hid
behind. Alternatively, maybe it was
just meant to be visually interesting,
which it certainly was, but it was also
rather distracting.
The whole cast was strong, but there
were some standout performances.
Arts & Entertainment’s very own
Marisa Urgo ’14 captured the
slightly manic enthusiasm of Maria,
Olivia’s scheming gentlewoman,
who formulates a plot to humiliate
Malvolio. Sir Toby, Sir Andrew, and
Feste, portrayed by Jeff DeSisto ’13,
Sean Carney ’13, and Kevin Lynch
’13, respectively, had compatible and
comparable stage presences which
allowed their characters to play
nicely off one another. The trio was
amusing as a whole, but each of the
actors also held his own individually.
Patrick Mark Saunders ‘13 as

Malvolio, Olivia’s rather prudish
steward, simply stole the show. His
performance was captivating, comedic,
and made the audience really feel for
his character, no matter how annoying
he was supposed to be.
The last song by Feste, the clown,
turned the finale into a toe-tapping,
hand-clapping affair, complete with
dancing, some beatboxing, and a
smiling audience, most of whom
probably wished it could have lasted
just a little bit longer. So why not grab
the chance to be one of those audience
members yourself? “Halloweekend”

is over, tickets are only five dollars
for students, and you do not even
have to leave campus to get to the
Angell Blackfriars Theatre, housed
in the Smith Center for the Arts. Use
SparkNotes to refresh your memory
of the plot of Twelfth Night, grab a few
friends, and take some time out to
enjoy the arts while treating yourself
to a fun night or afternoon starring
some of your very talented
fellow Friars!

PHOTOS COURTESY OF www.facebook.com/pctdf

: PC Edition
by Marisa Urgo ’14
A&E Staff
INSIDER
Most people do not venture down
to Smith on lower campus, and they
have no idea what they are missing.
They do not know what happens
inside the mysterious and beautiful
Smith Center for the Arts.
The theatre department features
three
mainstage
theatrical
productions each year. The type of
production varies. Sometimes there
are Russian dramas, sometimes
there are contemporary comedies.
A musical is usually done in the
spring, and a Shakespeare play will
find its way to the stage every three
years or so. The theatrical season
tries to feature three very different
shows in both text and form so that
everybody can find something they
are interested in. The shows are
selected by a small team of students
and faculty. The 2012-2013 season
features Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night,
Tony Kushner’s The Illusion, and
the musical Curtains with book by
Rupert Holmes and music and lyrics
by John Kander and Fred Ebb.
The amount of work that goes

into a mainstage production is
astounding. The director is either
a PC faculty member or an outside
artist. The director’s primary
function is to execute a vision for
the script that they try to play
out on the stage. The actors are
all PC students who go through
an audition process. The way that
process works is that you will
audition with a monologue for
the director and perhaps the stage
manager. If they think you may fit
a role, they will ask you to return
for a callback to read and act from
the script on the spot, reading for
multiple parts while the director
sees what you are capable of. It is
stressful but a huge, fun adrenaline
rush. The cast list is posted the
next morning and from there,
the process begins. The process
includes rehearsals for four hours
every night, six nights a week. It is
an immense amount of time, but
we love the process so much that
the time flies and it is extremely
worth doing. In rehearsals, we
usually block (physically set
up) scenes and, throughout
the two month process,
discover characters and
create fun moments.
Being an actor at PC is an
indescribable experience

and one of the best things I have done
at Providence. Erin Fusco ’13 admires
the
“professional
environment”
and says she is “treated as an adult
practicing and honing a skill, not
simply a student in
an extracurricular
club.” The truth
in this is really
what separates
PC
theatre
from
other
clubs. Emily
Zalis
’15
loves theatre
because “the
sense
of
family
and
camaraderie
among
the
cast
is
something

so special.” Within just a few weeks
of rehearsal, your cast truly becomes
your family.
This season begins with William
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night, which
opened last weekend and will run
this weekend as well. The comedy
centers
around
mistaken
identity, love triangles, and
drunken antics. It would
be well worth your time
to come discover what PC
theatre is all about. Don’t
be afraid to spread a little
art and culture into
your weekend!
PHOTOS COURTESY OF gleehab.com
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Instant queue Scare
your Pants Off Edition
by Alanna Smith ’14
A&E Staff
Feature
Looking for some movies to
watch while celebrating the second
weekend of Halloween? Here’s a
small list of some great flicks that
you can conveniently access on
Netflix Instant Queue.
Grave Encounters
If you are a fan of shows like
Ghost Hunters, or of “found footage”
films, this is a movie for you. With
a cast of relatively unknown actors,
the plot revolves around the cast
and crew of a fictional paranormal
investigation show who set out to
shoot an episode in a supposedly
haunted psychiatric hospital. As the
night passes, they begin to realize
that the old asylum is crazier
than they could have imagined.
With such a low budget and tired
premise, I expected a lot less from
this film. The build-up throughout
i s w e l l - done and unsettling,
beginning
with
innocuous,
mysteriously closing doors and
windows, and ending with some
genuinely gory and disturbing
apparitions. (Tongue-less ghouls
and bathtubs full of blood, anyone?)

The psychiatric hospital is the
perfect setting: claustrophobic and
maze-like, and quite reminiscent of
the Dore Hall tunnels.
Session 9
This 2001 film is also set in a
psychiatric hospital, but the horror
in this film is psychological rather
than bloody (well, mostly). There
are a few recognizable faces, such as
David Caruso (CSI: Miami) and Josh
Lucas (Sweet Home Alabama). The
storyline follows a crew of asbestos
removers working at an old mental
hospital. They discover taped
recordings of the hypnotherapy
sessions
of
a
particularly
disturbed woman—tapes that eerily
complement the disappearances and
suspected murders of the dwindling
team. The best part of this movie is
definitely the setting, a derelict and
disturbing abandoned asylum. The
ending is also actually surprising.
The director relies on clues scattered
throughout the film, non-linear
storytelling, and a restrained use of
blood and violence.
Slither
This movie came out in 2006,
as the first film directed by James
Gunn. Two words: Nathan Fillion.
Yep, the prince of geekdom himself
stars in this movie alongside
Elizabeth Banks (The Hunger Games)

and Michael Rooker (The Walking
Dead). Unlike the first two movies
on this list, this movie is not set in
a psychiatric hospital…and it mixes
a good amount of dark humor with
horror. Here is a quick synopsis: a
meteor crashes near a small town
in South Carolina, carrying an alien
parasite that infects the brain of a
local man. The man begins to mutate,
and eventually infects the whole
town with parasites, sparking an

outbreak of hive-minded zombies
and leaving the man’s distraught
wife and the town sheriff to fix
the mess. There is certainly a large
gross-out factor to this creaturefeature, but the perfect comedic
timing of Banks and Fillion helps
to keep the gore from becoming too
overwhelming. Pet lovers, however,
beware: this may not be the movie
for you…

PHOTOS COURTESY OF libertasfilmmagazine.com
PHOTOS COURTESY OF http://www.swiftfilm.com

EDITOR VS. EDITOR
This Week: Favorite Hurricane Ritual

Sarah O’Brien

Sarah Dombroski

Her Choice: Building Blanket Forts

Her Choice: Wearing Pajamas Inside Out

Her Views: I’m not about to let a hurricane rain on my parade.
Instead, I will use Mother Nature’s tears as an excuse to return to my
childhood. (Thanks, Mom!) Sure, I’d rather be sitting on sandy beaches
than sitting inside during Sandy, but I know how to make the most
of a stormy situation, how to chill when it’s chilly. While some of you
may have responded to the “Rave Alert” a bit more true to its name, I
embraced my inner Seven-year-old and got to work, which brought back
fond memories of the last time I had built a blanket fort, all those years
ago…okay, it was last summer. I do a lot of babysitting; blanket fortbuilding is right up there with sitting on babies in the job description.
I won’t go into exactly why blanket forts are so great because you (my
dedicated readers) are smarter than that. You know. So, instead, I present
you with a challenge: build a fort out of past issues of The Cowl. Tweet it
@TheCowl. If you impress me, I may give you a shout-out in the next
editor battle. And even if you’re not up for the challenge, be sure to
let me know if you are ever DTBBF (down to build blanket forts).

Her Views: We are an adaptive breed. Though hurricanes are
not a run-of-the-mill natural disaster ’round these here parts, we
adapt and amend our rituals to the circumstances we are faced
with to ensure, through these superstitious, irrelevant, voodooesque regimens, that we will in fact not have school the following
day. For reasons beyond my attainable knowledge, wearing inside
out pajamas make this dream a reality. I wish I had recorded my
stats over the years, because, had I done that, there would be
a direct correlation bearing statistical significance that suggests
causality. Fo’sho. Everyone knows that inside out pajamas and a
spoon under your pillow will do the trick, however, the latter is
kind of unsanitary, so I will just stick with having my seams show
and call it a day.

Her Views on Dombroski: Is this a thing, or is this just a Dombro
thing? I vaguely remember hearing about people doing it as a kind
of snow day superstition, so school will be cancelled? Well, perhaps
thanks to Sarah’s odd pajama-wearing habits, classes were called off for
two days in a row. However, don’t be so quick to fill her mailbox with
thank-you letters. What kind of person wishes for a hurricane? (Hint:
It rhymes with “hurricane.”) I picture Sarah performing some kind
of witchy ritual, doing a rain dance in her backward PJs at midnight.
I mean, she dressed as a cloud for Halloween. A cloud. She’s clearly
obsessed with weird outfits in connection with nature. Whatever floats
your boat, girl…Next time, though, can you make the weather cloudy
with a chance of chocolate? (Maybe wear your pajamas on your head or
something?) Sleep tight; don’t let the hurricane winds bite.

Her Views on O’Brien: Sarah and I have taken rather different
approaches to the query at hand. I took the proactive approach
in order to make Sarah’s favorite activity a reality (you’re
welcome!!!!!). I have nothing bad to say about blanket forts,
as I used to construct them on the reg throughout my youth
in Indiana, where there was literally nothing else to do. I will
also say that when you’re in the single-digits, it seems as if you
have reached Nirvana, dwelling under meter sticks and chair
backs, with the piled-blankets acting as your night sky. Then,
you become a preteen and learn how to use the Internet…Sarah,
cheers to you for retaining your youthful zeal. Let me know the
next time you decide to fort-it-up, and I’ll provide the snacks.
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Reckless

by Keely Mohin ’14
Portfolio Editor
Fiction

Cynthia perused her neatly
transcribed schedule for Monday
morning and decided it was time
to cut Kevin Chutney. She had
adequately assessed his behavior,
conducted structured interviews,
issued personal inventory tests, and
concluded, after the slightest bit of
deliberation, that she was tired.
She rose from her chair and
smoothed her methodically creased
black dress pants. Presentation,
especially on such a day, was vital.
Cynthia inspected her flawless
complexion in a gold-encased
compact mirror and patted her
tightly wound black hair before
reminding herself, for the fifth
time that morning, that a patient
unwilling to change is a patient to
eliminate.
After all, three years had passed
since Kevin first entered her office.
A bedraggled mesh of denim and
plaid, he clung desperately to the
corners of the room, refusing to
meet Cynthia’s eyes and barely
speaking above the hushed octave
of a whisper.
“Hello, Kevin,” she said when
she first opened her office door.
“I’m Dr. Spooner, but you can call
me Cynthia. Please, why don’t you
sit down?”
“Mmm,” said Kevin, ignoring
the hand his new therapist
extended. He shuffled slowly, his
shoulders hunched, towards an
overstuffed, brown leather couch.
Above it hung Cynthia’s bachelor’s
in social work from the University
of Texas, her master’s from Hunter
College, her Ed.D from Columbia,
and several other accreditations in
cognitive-behavioral therapies.
“I like to create a safe space for
all of my clients,” said Cynthia,
armed
with
her
expensive
education. “So I think it’s best
if we just try to get to know one
another first, sound good?”
“IthinkIgosomethingdrast,”
Kevin said in a rushed murmur,
tapping his foot against the beige
carpet and vigorously scratching his
boney knees with dirt embedded
finger nails.
“Sorry?”
“I think I’m going to do
something drastic and reckless.
Like
hurt
myself,”
Kevin
repeated without raising his
eyes.
It wasn’t the first time a
patient had said something
like that to Cynthia. And after
two months of sessions, she
deduced that Kevin suffered
from a particularly nasty case of
agoraphobia, the stress of which
led him to entertain thoughts of
self-harm. But Cynthia, always
fancying herself the thorough,

psychological Moses ushering
her patients through the depths
of a diseased sea, had little doubt
her treatments would work.
Time, however, had frustrated her.
It wasn’t that Kevin was
aggressive, rude, or late for sessions.
In fact, he was the paradigm of
punctuality. It was instead a serious
lack of initiative that held patient
and clinician in a perpetual limbo
of circular discussion.
Week after week, month after
month,
Cynthia
tracked
his
negative thoughts—people thought
he was weird, people said he was
ugly, people made him nervous–
and challenged him to change his
cognition and expose himself to
social situations.
“Why don’t you go to the grocery
store and ask someone to help you
find something?” Cynthia asked the
previous week, her pen moments
from slipping through her lax
fingers.
“Oh no, Cynthia, no I couldn’t.
I—I just couldn’t. People aren’t like
you. They don’t care about me. They
don’t want to listen.”
“I think it would be good for
you, Kevin.”
“Oh no, no it wouldn’t.”
“Fine,” said Cynthia tersely
as she glanced at the clock to see
how many minutes were left to the
session.
And so it went until, finally,
Cynthia decided to surrender.
Never before in her professional
life had she reached such a
roadblock with a patient, and now
Kevin needed something to inspire
transformation.
He arrived that Monday morning
five minutes early and sat down on
the couch. His shoulders, Cynthia
noticed, were slightly more erect
than in past months, and he laid
his hands lazily in his lap. Still,
however, he did not display enough
improvement.
“Kevin,” Cynthia finally said,
“I think it’s time we talked about
your progress. Frankly, I’m not
seeing any, and perhaps it’s
time that we consider a parting,
however temporary it may be.”
Kevin blinked. Kevin blinked
again. Kevin scratched his knees.
Kevin hunched his shoulders.
Kevin lowered his eyes. Kevin
whimpered. Kevin stood. Kevin
walked out the door.
A day passed, then two, then
a week. At first Cynthia thought
nothing of his disappearance. In
fact, she was positively relieved to
be rid of the problem patient.
But the slightest bit of worry
began to crawl upon her. She called
Kevin’s house 10 times over the
course of a week to check on him,
but no one ever answered.
Cynthia, her dress perfectly
ironed, her new schedule written
in immaculate block print,
worried that she might have just
done something reckless.
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Fall
by Elizabeth O'Neill ’16
Portfolio Staff

Sometimes I feel as though
If I keep my eyes closed
I will dissolve into the ground
I will become one with the Earth
I will fall downward into oblivion
Burnt august leaves tangled in my hair
Dirt stains on my knees and elbows
I will be forgotten by the first snowfall
I will be forgotten when the grounds freeze
I will be forgotten
My memory but a blur
Sometimes I feel as though
If I keep my eyes closed
I will drown in the life that surrounds me
I will sink into the roots of the trees rising above me
I will fall away from the world
Fists full of grass still bursting with life
Lungs full of stale air
I will be erased from the hearts of lost loves
I will be erased from the world
I will be erased
As if I was never here at all
And sometimes I feel as though
If I keep my eyes closed
I will disappear
I will disappear
I will disappear
But maybe then I'll be free
From the melancholy that haunts me
And the tragedy that binds me
To this world
Alive and awake

Welcome Home
by Justin Fernandez ’15
Portfolio Staff

Like brothers marching into battle
Nervously preparing their rifles;
One loading his gun
And the other saying a prayer,
Before marching off into the night,
So we hesitated before driving off
With separate motives,
Never to return the same.
Like an orphaned deer
Searching in vain for his mother,
Braving the dark depths of the forest,
And visiting his old dens
As if waiting for his mother to return,
So I returned alone in the morning,
Searching for the ghost of days past.

The Cowl 15

Fast Fiction

Here's the deal: 25 words or less.
One title. An entire story.
The Evolution of
Costumes
by Mason Sciotti ’15
Asst. Portfolio Editor
My little cousin sees a teenage girl wearing the same
costume as her. She asks me, “Will my clothes shrink
when I get older too?”

Hearing Is the Last to Go
by Keely Mohin ’14
Portfolio Editor
Gerald lied motionless, his vital signs slowly languishing.
“Well,” said his wife, “I suppose I never really loved him
anyway.”

One Sign You’re Trying
to Avoid Doing your
Homework
by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff
You volunteer to clean the apartment and then avoid
that by watching five episodes of The Office.

They Said the Same
Thing Every Move
by Melanie Souchet ’14
Portfolio Staff
“Things will get better. You’ll make friends at this
school. You’re really going to like it here.” Well, they
were always good at lying.
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Ashes
by Kiernan Dunlop ’14
Portfolio Staff
Fiction
“Ashes, ashes, we all fall down.”
As her words were taken away by
the wind, the girl fell back onto the
wet grass. Her eyes closed, and she
breathed in the smells around her.
She made a list of them all in her
head: lilies that had bloomed that
morning, the crabapple tree whose
name always made her imagine
angry apples with claws, and the
magnolias, her favorite. She went
from sense to sense, from the sweet
hum of the honeybees to the dots
that appeared when she opened her
eyes to the sun.
“Esperanza!”
The girl froze as if it would make
her become one with the landscape.
“Esperanza, now.”
The tone in her older sister’s
voice was beginning to resemble
their grandmother’s due to years
of bitterness.
“Rosa, you really shouldn’t let
your eyes get so cross, you wouldn’t
want those wrinkles to become
permanent,” Esperanza laughed as
she dragged herself up from the
ground. She was happy to see her

body had left an indent in the grass;
it was proof of the morning she
spent there.
“Esperanza, what did mom say
about lying in the Petersons’ lawn?”
Esperanza wasn’t excited by the
idea of another lecture from her
sister, so she walked ahead as if she
hadn’t heard. The Petersons were old
and she knew they wouldn’t have
minded…they would probably be
happy that someone was enjoying it,
but Rosa treated their mother’s words
as if they were coming straight from
the burning bush. Esperanza thought
of them as ideas to keep in mind
rather than actual rules to follow.
They returned to the house to find
their grandmother peeling potatoes.
This was a bad sign; it meant they
were late to help start dinner. Their
grandmother didn’t look up, she just
mumbled, “Your mother is waiting
for you in the living room” in her
native Spanish. Esperanza didn’t
understand why her grandmother
refused to learn English when they
had been in the US for years, but she
had never wanted to leave Mexico,
and Esperanza guessed this was her
way of showing it.
They were bracing themselves
for attack when they turned the
corner. Instead of finding what
they were expecting, their mother

with her arms crossed and hair tied
in a tight bun, they found her lying
on the couch with her eyes closed.
The girls exchanged wary glances
and Rosa cautiously touched her
mother on the shoulder.
“Oh, hi girls, I didn’t hear you
come in,” their mother whispered,
remaining horizontal on the couch.
Esperanza could deal with her
mother’s yelling, but this lack of
caring made her feel like she had
broken some unspoken bond. Their
mother’s eyes were beginning to
close again as the girls looked at her
in disbelief. Rosa knew something
had to be done to keep their
mother’s attention, “Mom, grandma
said you were waiting to see us, do
you remember why?”
Her eyes slowly opened and her lips
parted like she was about to speak, but
no words were able to make their way
out. Their mother just looked at them
until tears began to run down her face.
A shadow appeared in the doorway; it
was their grandmother looking at her
daughter and shaking her head. “You
have to tell them, they have a right to
know,” their grandmother said in the
reprimanding tone she had perfected
with decades of practice.
Like a dutiful child she followed
her mother’s orders. “Girls, there is
something I should have told you

a long time ago,” she said, trying to
keep her tears at bay. “When we came
into this country eight years ago it was
because I believed it would be better
for all of us. I believed that it was the
only way I could give you a better
life than the one I had. It was nearly
impossible to do it legally, but I tried
every option. I hired lawyers, I tried
to get you visas, but every attempt just
ended with a door in my face and less
money in my pocket. It was the only
way to keep you away from all the
violence, to keep you safe, so I did
what I needed to do.”
Both girls understood what she
meant. Rosa’s face went pale and
she sat on the floor. Esperanza stood
realizing that the life she knew only
that morning no longer existed. The
words she sang a few hours ago came
back into her head, “Ashes, ashes, we
all fall down.”
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Tiffany

&Ear l

Dear Cathy,
It sounds like your calling lies
elsewhere. As any Greek sister would
say, if you’re not, like, totally, super
good at what you do, stop doing it.
If people don’t realize you’re not real,
obviously you are TOO good at being
authentic and TOO bad at transporting
your readers to another realm of
metaphysical beingness. Rewind,
Cathy, and review your talents. Are
you good at administrative tasks? Do
you know that two plus two equals
negative five? That the first president
of the United States flopped down
on a cherry tree? Answer these
questions and review your answers.
They’ll help you follow your heart,
stop offending people, and rock your
hotness factor to its upper limits. If
you need any further guidance, stop
by the Career Education Center!
Love,

Making PC an emotionally stable place one
letter at a time

This Week:
Misunderstood
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
I write a fictional column, and everyone
is starting to think it's real because it's
realistic fiction. How do I keep people
from being offended by the situations
I write about without suppressing my
creativity?
Yours truly,
Crafty Cathy

Dear Crafty,
It really sucks that nobody
understands you. That’s what being
a teenager is all about, though. You
get larger in size, and hair starts
to appear in unexpected places.
It’s totally natural, though! Your
body is changing as you mature
into pubescence, the age of sexual
maturity. Soon, you will begin to
feel some new urges. This is also
normal. The overwhelming desire to
gratify these urges never goes away,
though. You can have a lot of fun in
a lot of new ways now, so always be
open to new experiences and explore
yourself. I recommend carpe’ing
the old diem, because in the future
some of the acts you desire so badly
may be illegal. Just remember to
look up the age of consent in your
state! Have fun! As for your comedy
column, nobody cares.
Your fellow indulger in pleasures
of the flesh,

Commentary
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Drinking Policies at PC:

Effective, Prevent Abuse

by Tommy Cody ’13
Senior Commentary Writer
campus
In 2010, Assistant News Editor Jordan
Frias wrote an article on Providence
College’s ratings as number one on
The Princeton Review’s “Lots of Hard
Liquor” list and number 10 for “Lots of
Beer.” In 2008, in an effort to curb what
administration saw as a serious issue,
Christopher Fortunato, former dean of
students, instituted multiple restrictions
on alcohol consumption, completely
banning hard alcohol from campus and
limiting the amount of alcohol that each
student could possess in an on-campus
dorm. The controversial decision’s goal
was not simply to reduce the “amount”
of hard alcohol that was consumed oncampus, but to quell the rising numbers
of on-campus drinking incidents. The
restrictions passed down in 2008 were
not the only actions that the College
took to address the issue they saw. The
administration also implemented multiple
alcohol education programs for incoming
freshmen, hoping that teaching students
about responsiblity in tandem with the
new restrictions would further decrease
the number of incidents. In Frias’s
article, he quoted Steve Sears, dean of
students, saying, “It’s going to take some
time,” in reference to the results of the
recently enacted alcohol related policies.
Administrators expected an eight-year
wait after implementation of the policies
until they could expect to begin to see
any minor changes in the student body’s
behavior. Four years later, the data
released in the 2012 Annual Security and
Fire Safety Report already shows some
changes in the student body’s alcohol
related tendencies.
In 2009, one year after the
implementation of the school’s alcohol

initiative, the Office of Safety and Security
recorded 642 liquor law violations. Three
years later, in 2011, that number was
almost cut in half to 355 violations. The
numbers seem to disprove what many
students, myself included, thought might
happen: that the number of violations
would unnecessarily spike because of the
stricter policies. The 2011 number was not
a fluke, as in 2010 the number of liquor law
violations dropped from 642 the year before
to 471. The drop in liquor law violations
can be seen as a victory not only for the
administration,
but also for the
student body.
There cannot be
such a huge drop in
violations
without
cooperation
from
the students. These
statistics hint at a student
body that has begun, as
a whole, to make
better decisions.
Obviously
the
College’s
perceived drinking
problem
cannot
be dismissed from
this simple statistic, but
it does offer a positive
look to the future. The
administration,
first
and
foremost, wants the students to
be safe. Contrary to popular belief,
the administration does not “want”
to discipline its students. They do not
take pride or pleasure in documenting
students; they would much rather that we
took care of ourselves and showed that
we are responsible. If the student body
continues to work with and not against
the administration, we can continue to
decrease the number of documentations
and maybe even validate the loosening of
some of the restrictions.
The hope that regulations may

be loosened is pure conjecture and
has no real basis besides blind hope.
The school enacted the policies in
the first place because it believed
that hard alcohol was being abused.
Hard alcohol is not, in essence, a
bad thing; in fact, it is a very good
thing. If we want the respect that
we often feel entitled to we should

continue to prove that we deserve it.
If we can show the administration
that we can drink within reason,
you never know, the restrictions
could one day be lifted or at least
loosened.
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An Inside Perspective: The Iranian Nuclear Crisis
by Christina Moazed ’15
Commentary Writer
society
While I think that there may be
misconceptions of the Iranian people
and culture, I believe that Iran’s current
regime is a dangerous threat to the
world’s stability, particularly to the
United States and Israel. The AIPAC says
Iranian nuclear weapons are a danger to
US National Security, as they could “spur
a nuclear arms race and pose a significant
proliferation risk. International oil markets
would add a risk premium to global oil
prices. Iran would likely use its perceived
nuclear umbrella to intimidate Arab
states and radicalize populations where it
already exerts significant influence.” Iran
has frequently called for the destruction of
Israel and developed missiles capable of
reaching Israel. This past September, Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
revealed that Iran is a few weeks or
months from achieving its anticipated
objective to produce a nuclear bomb. It is
crucial that students remain informed of
this controversial issue in order to make
an appropriate decision in the upcoming
presidential election, and to protect the

future of this country and the world.
Meanwhile, the United Kingdom’s Prime
Minister David Cameron announced that
the United Nations should be the only
designated power to address this matter.
I believe that the United States is the only
superpower capable of halting the nuclear
program and leading a military strike as a
last resort to forever stop the destruction of
that region and the world.
When President Carter ran for office
in 1976, he based his platform on “human
rights” and accused the Shah of being a
dictator. With the 1979 Islamic Revolution,
he promoted the return of Khomeini. Carter
failed to understand that Khomeini was an
extreme religious zealot; he was a cruel man
disguised in a clergy’s robe. He dreamed
of extending the power of his Islamic
revolutionary principles throughout
the world. Immediately following the
reign of Khomeini, the government
canceled a $6.2 billion agreement for the
production of two nuclear power plants.
I believe that Khomeini’s political and
economical agenda was what spurred
the development of nuclear weapons.
Unfortunately,
Khomeini’s
political
regime influenced the succeeding rulers,
leading to the rapid development of
nuclear weapons and the spread of major
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Iranian and Russian nuclear officals have begun a test of Iran’s first nuclear power plant at Bushehr,
according to the Federation of American Scientists.

nuclear facilities throughout Iran.
The Islamic Revolution of January 16,
1978-1979 triggered the departure of the
last reigning Shah of Iran and his family.
Subsequently, this led to the departure
of my father and the remaining upper
echelon of the Iranian government. My
father’s Iranian heritage has deeply
impacted my diverse understanding of
the connection between the United States
and Iran. Half Iranian and half American,
I see the disparity between contrasting
views of Iran. My father’s family speaks of
a beautiful and free nation upheld by the

last reigning Shah of the ancient regime.
In contrast, the youth of the United States
rightly perceive the Iranian culture and its
political views led by malicious people as
a result of the political changes since 1979.
I have a different view, having known the
compassionate and inspiring Empress
Farah Pahlavi, former wife of the Shah,
and her grandchildren. This is what drives
me to disapprove of the current Iranian
regime that poses a potential threat to the
rest of the world and to further advocate
for a military strike as a last resort.
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Rubbing Elbows with Coach Cooley
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No matter what category of costume you go with, own it.

by Matt Santos ’14
Commentary Writer
CAMPUS
If you’re sitting down and reading
this article in this issue of The Cowl,
Halloween has just passed by.
Halloween, like many holidays,
changes in its dynamic throughout a
given individual’s life. Early on, you’re
trying to look as scary as possible.
You’re embracing the bone-shivering
delight as much as you can. For me, it
was the skeleton mask with the little
squeezable heart attached to it. When
you squeezed the heart blood would
drip down the mask. However, all of
that begins to change in high school
and then college. The scariness gives
way to sexiness and humor, and the
whole game changes. Now, when I
first decided to write this article I was
thinking of criticizing the absurdity of
the holiday. But when it comes down
to it, if you appreciate and understand
it for what it is, then I can’t help but
feel it’s all in good fun.
After all, you can go the funny
route. The individuals who go this
way are the folks that say, I’m not
going to take myself too seriously
here, look at how silly I can make
myself and still be cool. Quite the
commendable endeavor. The most
impressive individuals within this
category are the women who take
this route. Yes, Providence College
female student, dress as an old
man, or a Founding Father, or your
favorite Harry Potter character. You
won’t stoop to the level of turning
Halloween into a borderline lingerie
party. You’re going against the grain,
against what “everyone else” wants to
do, and what’s more attractive than a
little individuality? Hats off to you.

Then you might get the person
here or there who actually dresses
up as something scary. This is truly
rare, about as frequent as the number
of times you order Golden Crust on
any given day past midnight and
do not regret it the next morning. It
just doesn’t happen. Still, I saw one
or two creepily clad individuals this
Halloween weekend. Thumbs up for
keeping the tradition alive.
And then, of course, the last group
are those who use the license to dress
in as little clothing as possible. Now, it
would be very easy for me to criticize
these individuals, to point out that
it’s the kind of self-inflicted semidegrading behavior that makes fathers
cringe. But I don’t think I’ll take that
route. If, this Halloween, you want
to have more bare skin than actual
costume, that’s cool with me. At least
recognize what you’re doing. You can’t
pretend like you aren’t just letting it all
hang out, so to speak, for the world to
see because you can get away with it.
Mean Girls really got it right. Let’s also
acknowledge the fact that it isn’t just
female students that do this. The same
applies to the dude in the shortest of
shorts imaginable, pasty thighs for all
the world to see. You may think you’re
in the realm of the funny costume, but
you’re probably not mad that everyone
can see that your squatting sessions are
starting to pay off.
In the end, no matter what category
of costume you go with on these
celebratory Halloween nights, own it.
Whether you want to be funny, scary,
or don’t mind exposing yourself to
a cold October evening, we all know
it’s with the Ron Burgundy “everyone
come see how good I look” attitude.
If we’re all honest about what we’re
doing, all’s fine by me.

I didn’t wear a revealing Halloween costume on Saturday, I didn’t go
to a party, I didn’t even get homework done. What did I do? I had an
interaction with the one and only, Coach Cooley. When I saw him getting
into his sleek, silver car outside of Slavin, I took this golden opportunity to
shout over, “Hi, Coach Cooley!” to which he responded something along
the lines of “Hi girls! How’s it going?” (My roomies and I were so excited,
we can’t remember the exact words.) When we rounded the corner, I said
“Have a nice day!” Then, with a sincere look, he said, “Have a good night
girls! Stay safe!” There you have it, folks, Coach Cooley cared about my
well-being. It was the most exciting thing to happen to me that day. The
only downside: I missed the photo op and can’t cross “Get a picture with
Coach Cooley” off my bucket list just yet.
—Kelly Sullivan ’15

The Presidential Election Is Not the Only One
The clock is winding down on Campaign 2012, and while the candidates
make their last campaign pushes, voters will head to the polls and cast their
ballots in less than a week. This campaign season has been like a free-for-all
recess at some gold-plated prep school, where money and egos collide. While
much of the bickering between candidates running for any office is discouraging
and just outright childlike, it is important for all Providence College students
who are eligible and informed about the candidates to get to the polls on Nov.
6. Uninformed voters who want to vote would do themselves and their fellow
voters a favor by doing some basic research on the candidates. Sample ballots
can be found on any state’s Board of Elections webpage. Those uninformed
voters who intend on randomly selecting candidates in the booth on Tuesday
should do everyone a favor and not bother to walk to Schneider Arena or travel
to their polling place. And those who don’t want to vote should know that until
the next election, they shouldn’t complain about the government.
All who are voting should keep in mind that while the presidential race is
most highly touted, there are a number of state and local races that are just as
important. Again, review the sample ballots so that you know ahead of time who
you’re voting for in each race.
—Nathan McGuire ’16

Natural Disasters: A Time for New Routines
Maybe I’m the only one who gets really excited about natural
disasters, but I promise that I’m otherwise not at all morbid. Although
there are few things better than watching a massive thunder storm at
the beach or seeing your breath fog up the window as you watch snow
fall outside, there are actually other reasons why I love it when we’re
in for extreme weather. We are creatures of habit who have certain
expectations of how a typical day will look: what quotidian events will
occur, and what familiar faces we’ll see. A hurricane, as far as I know,
isn’t part of anyone’s routine. Instead, a hurricane is an opportunity
for families and communities to mobilize for potential disaster. Want
to know the best part? For once you can’t just call customer service and
demand compensation. You can’t get what you pay for. For once, it’s out
of your control—and I think that’s glorious.
—Beatriz Forster ’14

By What Standards Is Halloween a Holiday?
by Jenn Giffels ’14
Commentary Writer
CAMPUS

According to Merriam-Webster’s
online dictionary, a holiday is a “day
marked by a general suspension
of work in commemoration of an
event.” This definition seems fair at
first glance; the majority of people
don’t work on Christmas in honor of
the Christian tradition of celebrating
the birth of Jesus. But Jewish people
don’t take off all eight days of
Hanukkah. Nov. 11 is Veterans’
Day, and PC professors are still
expected to hold class. And what
exactly is celebrated on St. Patrick’s
Day? So how do we actually define
a holiday? With yesterday being
Oct. 31, is Halloween a holiday? No
one expects to have the day off from

work, and nothing is really being
celebrated.
Each age group adopts and molds
Halloween as it sees fit. Young
children, not really sure of what exactly
is going on, are adorned in itchy iParty
costumes by their parents. The kids in
middle school take advantage of the last
years that trick-or-treating is socially
acceptable, and high schoolers walk
the fine line between being too cool for
Halloween and going to parties, which
then presents another awkward choice
of dressing up too much or not enough.
And then of course, there’s Halloween
on a college campus.
Walking back to my suite this past
weekend, I wondered what people
from other countries think when they
hear about Halloween in America.
They most likely marvel at the amount
of sugar we consume on this one day.
(So, is Halloween a celebration of
sugar?) Seeing pictures of everyone

dressed up, they’d probably think they
landed in the middle of a combined
Disney World/strip club. What exactly
are we celebrating?
Holidays have largely become
defined by what we see as convenient.
Rhode Island chooses to observe
Victory Over Japan Day on the second
Monday of August, and is the only state
to recognize it as an official holiday.
My intern director, Michaela Connors,
explained oh-so-nicely (after I, being a
Massachusetts resident, had shown up
for work on this day over the summer)
that Rhode Island had chosen to keep
this holiday so state employees could
have a long weekend in the summer,
instead of keeping a holiday later in
the year when the weather wouldn’t
be as nice.
Halloween also seems to be a
holiday of convenience, a holiday we
keep around purely for fun. Little kids
get sick from too much candy, dentists

have a holiday of their own filling all
the cavities, parents worry about their
children either getting kidnapped
while trick-or-treating or getting too
drunk while partying, and college
students…well, to steal a line from
Mean Girls, “In Girl World, Halloween
is the one night a year when a girl can
dress like a total slut and no other girls
can say anything about it.” Whether
you think this is all in good fun or a
tad bit over the line, I simply want to
invite you to think about the seemingly
arbitrary and superficial nature of
Halloween. Maybe we need a day like
this; maybe its pointlessness is exactly
its point. But if we’re going to define it
as a holiday…then what exactly are we
celebrating?
And if we are defining it as a
holiday, then I’d like it off from school
next year, please.
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The
Greater
Jihad
Ahmad ’14 Puts to Rest the Misconceptions
Concerning This “Holy Struggle”

PHOTO COURTESY OF WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Those who attacked Malala Yousafzai in Pakistan for going to school and protested the attack
illustrate the contrast in jihad.

by Saadia Ahmad ’14
Photography Editor
GUEST COMMENTARY
This
past
Friday,
Muslims
worldwide celebrated Eid-al-Adha (the
Festival of Sacrifice) to commemorate
the willingness of Abraham (peace be
upon him) to kill his son in an act of
utter obedience to God and trust in His
will above all else, before He intervened
to provide an animal to sacrifice
instead. The day also serves as a
festivity following the Hajj (pilgrimage)
to Mecca, Saudi Arabia. It is similar to
the celebration of Christmas, in that
both entail special prayers and the
remembrance of God as well as giftgiving and good meals, all of which take
place amongst community members
and loved ones. The holiday’s focus
on sacrifice for God and in striving to
contribute to the greater good holds a
special relevance to a recent occurrence,
the close proximity of which allowed me
to discover and develop a connection
between the two.
It is the story of Malala Yousufzai,
a 14-year-old girl in Pakistan who
finds herself in the limelight when her
unwavering advocacy for the basic
human rights that Islam calls for was
met with a failed assassination attempt
by those who claim to represent and
speak for the teachings of the same
religion.

“

Similar to the concept of martyrdom
in Christianity, jihad in Islam is not
achieved by attempting to overcome a
crisis solely with one’s own judgment.

”

These two examples, far more
different than they are similar, contrast
the types of jihad. The term’s ambiguous
translation as “struggle” lends itself
to multiple interpretations: one as
an external, holy war waged against
disbelievers, known as the lesser jihad
and often illegitimately presented by
terrorists as justification for violence; the
other, a raging battle between good and
evil that takes place within the deepest
and most private depths of the human
soul, also known as the greater jihad. It
is precisely what St. Augustine describe
as pursuing “the very perfection” of

himself or herself, that is, “to find out
his own imperfections.”
The Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him) conveyed the central
significance of the latter, explaining
that “the most excellent jihad is the
conquest of the self.” Thus, those who
seek revenge or vindication by means
of violence lack the fundamental belief
and trust in God that exists—and
indeed can be found, if sought with
sincere intention —at the heart of every
religion. Were it that those so ready to
wage war actually held that belief and
trust, I do not doubt that they would
drop their arms and leave the ultimate
judgment to the One, knowing and
trusting that He is al-Hakam and al‘Adl, (the best Judge and the most just,
respectively, two of 99 names describing
the nature of God), because He knows
most well and intimately what is in our
hearts (The Holy Quran 11:5).
Similar to the concept of martyrdom
in Christianity, jihad in Islam is not
achieved by attempting to overcome a
crisis solely with one’s own judgment
and discretion. Its greatest attainment
lies in the good, moderate, and humble
response to a situation that God has
chosen to bring into one’s life. True
martyrdom and true jihad, occur when
one responds as God wills—with trust
in Him, strength through Him, and the
knowledge of good and evil granted
by Him—to a challenge that He has
brought us to encounter, the truest
meanings and ends of which are known
to Him alone, of which we can only
begin to comprehend.
We all stand witness to the
ramifications of this universal human
struggle, as each of us undergoes it. In
recent times, some calling themselves
Muslim have stolen the banner of Islam
in their desperate search for security and
relief through the contradicting means
of oppression and tyranny. But they
will not be able to continue to sustain
themselves, I trust, because by this
greater definition of sacrifice, Malala
fights a greater jihad than individuals
on such a path can ever hope they
will. Alongside her and many more
Muslims, Christians, Jews, Buddhists,
Hindus, followers of the myriad other
religions as well as the non-believing
and the non-practicing, I, too “shall
raise my voice.”

by Fr. James Cuddy, O.P.
Campus Chaplain

Happiness through God, not SkyMall
Most people would agree that
modern air travel is a pain in the
neck. Tickets are expensive, checked
bags cost extra, and some airlines are
even charging you a premium for an
aisle seat. Then you get to the airport,
are forced to slip out of your shoes,
and submit to being groped by one
TSA agent while another rummages
through your toiletries in little threeounce bottles. And once on the plane,
don’t even think of asking the flight
attendant if you can keep the whole
can of ginger ale. Of course you can’t.
Don’t be stupid.
But once airborne, there’s always
been one thing that gives me joy.
There’s always been one thing that
eases my aggravation. And that,
my friends, is the SkyMall magazine
tucked into the seat pocket in front of
me. It doesn’t matter if I’m traveling
for business or pleasure. And it doesn’t
matter if I’ve got something to read on
the plane. My first order of business
is always to peruse the pages of that
quarterly masterpiece of inflight
commerce.
Now it should be noted that I’ve
never purchased anything from
SkyMall. In fact, I’m not sure that
anyone has ever bought a single
item from its pages. The joy I derive
from leafing through its glossy
pages comes from seeing the kind
of products they offer. For example,
are you looking to combat female
hair loss with laser hair therapy
treatment? Of course you are! Lucky
for you, SkyMall is selling a Troninspired helmet with 60 built-in
lasers that stimulate those dormant

hair follicles. And all for the low, low
price of $599.
Or perhaps you’re looking at your
garden and thinking, “Hmmm...
something’s missing.” Well wonder
no more! The perfect accessory is a
giant statue called “Bigfoot, the Garden
Yeti.” It stands six-feet tall, weighs 150
pounds, and can be in your backyard
for about $2,500. It’s advertised as “LifeSized,” which is was pretty funny for,
you know, a make-believe creature.
These
are
some
ridiculous
examples, but look around you. There
are hundreds upon hundreds of
people, advertisements, and websites
trying daily to make you believe that
happiness and fulfillment are within
your reach, if you’ll only buy what
they’re selling. “Want to be popular?
Want attention from the opposite sex?
Want all of your dreams to come true?
Then step right up and we’ll show you
how!” There are a lot of liars out there
who will prey on your insecurities and
promise you the world. But don’t be
fooled.
The happiness for which we long
can only be found in God. He made
us to know him, love him, and serve
him. That deep thirst for fulfillment,
for purpose, for greatness that all of
us experience is quenched by a loving
relationship with the One who made
us with all of those desires in the first
place. If you find yourself seeking
happiness day after day and still
falling short, maybe you’re looking in
the wrong place. Give God a chance.
And if that doesn’t work, try
the Garden Yeti. That thing looks
awesome.

Letter to the Editor
Tiff and Earl is Still Offensive

After reading this past week’s edition of “Tiffany and Earl,” I felt a
series of negative emotions, both towards the article and the paper as a
whole. This advice column is, no doubt, meant to serve as entertainment,
and it is not actual advice to any PC student. This is understood.
However, the message that comes through is negative, and thus I felt
like sharing my thoughts on the article. So I wrote a letter to the editors
and submitted it in person to The Cowl staff in their office. Shortly after,
I received an email from a staff member explaining how my response
might appear “uninformed” because I did not read the fine print at the
beginning of the paper explaining that the column is satire. I am glad to
have been informed, but I find my reaction no less appropriate.
A small portion of fine print on page two does not, in my mind, justify
the message on page 23. I do not mean to imply that I cannot take a
joke. It is obvious that the questions are not from real students. And it is
obvious that Tiffany and Earl are not the final authority on female body
image. But these portions of the paper are not posed in a way that makes
me laugh or smile. The responses to the fake questions are careless and
inconsiderate, and when reading that “Tiffany” thinks a double zero is
the only plausible or beautiful size, nearly every woman that is not a
double zero will think about that one bit that could use some toning,
or that one time today when they ate too much. The footnote does not
remove that sense of insecurity that I felt, and that others may feel.
I understand that the person writing and approving the “Tiffany and
Earl” section is not condoning the advice given within the article. Still, it
does not entertain me in the way it is likely intended because there are
times where the advice, while not serious, is funny; it doesn’t necessarily
have to be construed as satire, but more just light-hearted advice to a
fake inquiry, and it makes the rest of the advice seem extremely careless.
Perhaps in principle, The Cowl has some kind of intended effect from
“Tiffany and Earl.” But an article that promoted positive body image
would be 100% more effective.
Finally, this is not the first time this satirical section has portrayed the
idea that being fat or eating too much is a problem. Satire or not, fiction
or not, the words are still printed, and the uninformed reader (like I was)
is probably getting sick of being told that she’s too fat. Aren’t there other
ways to be satirical and funny?
—Sarah Gothers ’14

Want to Be Heard? Send Letters to the Editor and Guest Commentary Articles to cowlcommentary@gmail.com!
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Three Responses to Forster ’14’s Article about the War on Women
Logically
Flawed
by Courtney Buohl ’15
Asst. Head Copy Editor

What it Means to be a Pro-Choice

and a Pro-Woman President

by Aubrey Moore ’15

GUEST COMMENTARY
I was shocked when I began
copy editing last week’s Cowl and
discovered that, according to Beatriz
Forster ’14, President Barack Obama
is leading a war on women. I’m a
proud feminist and Obama fan, and
I would never support a candidate
who I felt didn’t respect my rights.
In all the areas important to me as a
woman, I stand with Obama.
Obama’s Affordable Care Act
is critical to women because it
provides health care to all, including
the coverage of well-woman visits,
domestic violence counseling, and
breastfeeding support, among other
services. It prevents “gender rating,”
when health insurance companies
charge women more than men for
the same insurance. Romney plans
to overturn the ACA as President. I
feel that a man who wants to ensure
that all women have access to quality
health care has a great respect for
women and life.
The issue of fair pay is also important.
Obama signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act, which makes great strides in
the direction of equality. While the
Romney campaign stated that it will
not repeal the act, Romney’s comments
during the Oct. 16 debate show that he
is out of touch with women today.
Romney said, “I recognized that
if you’re going to have women in the
workforce that sometimes you need to
be more flexible.” Romney said “if.”
He implied that if society is going
to allow women to work, they can’t
work full time because they have to
take care of their children. I can see
your male privilege, Mitt. He said
this in a country where a Prudential
study shows that most women are
breadwinners, and US census data
says the number of stay-at-home dads
has more than doubled over the past
ten years. Romney is living in the past.
Finally, there’s the issue of birth
control. The Affordable Care Act
requires that insurance companies
cover the full cost of birth control,
but this by no means makes women
on birth control “prostitutes of
the state.” That comment is unfair
to all the women who are on birth
control for medical reasons, and it’s
appalling that Forster would give
that word a negative connotation
and apply it to 47 million women in
an article that stresses respect.
Forster’s opinion that Obama
“declared open war on your desires to
be a mother” makes zero sense. If you
want to be a mother, Obama will not
stop you. Rather, he is giving you the
option to decide when you want to be
a mother.
Forster’s argument centers on the
idea that women’s worth comes from
their motherhood. This is unfair
to infertile women and women
like me who want to be known for
more than just our ability to give
birth. I am more than my body. I
am my character, my personality,
my dreams of providing for myself
and changing the world. Obama
supports me and gives me the tools
to succeed. When it comes to being
pro-woman, Barack Obama is the
clear choice.

GUEST COMMENTARY
As a woman, or rather as just a
person, I approach the election by
looking at all the issues to make
an informed opinion about which
candidate to support. But for the
sake of this article, let’s put that
aside, as Ms. Forster suggested,
look past all those silly issues like
the economy, and focus on the one
single issue she believes should
determine the country’s future.
I do not know if Ms. Forster
was confused by Obama’s prochoice stance, but let me explain it.
Obama is pro-choice, meaning he
thinks women should decide what
to do with their bodies. He believes
women are intelligent enough to
make their own decisions based
on what they think is right for
themselves. Instead, it is Romney
who wishes to restrict women’s

rights. He imposes his beliefs on
women and wants to force them
to have unwanted children whom
they may not be able to support.
Obama is not robbing anyone of
their rights to be a mother, but
Romney will take away the choice
not to be one. If someone disagrees
with birth control or abortion,
then he or she has every right to
choose to have unprotected sex
or a baby. As Biden stated in the
vice presidential debate, “I do not
believe that we have a right to tell
other people that women can’t
control their body. It’s a decision
between them and their doctor.”
As to the suggestion that shutting
down Planned Parenthood, is a
good idea if one looked anything
up about Planned Parenthood he
or she would realize that only three
percent of what the organization
does is provide safe abortions. Many
people who are anti-choice like to
mask them as these terrible babykilling factories when in actuality,

that is not true at all. Those who
are really in support of life should
applaud Planned Parenthood for
their efforts in cancer screening
and prevention, STD treatment, and
contraception (with the purpose
of contraception being to prevent
abortions in the first place).
As for the claim about trust that
was made, Romney declared in a
debate with Senator Ted Kennedy
that he believes “abortion should
be safe and legal in this country.”
Yet now he says the opposite. Could
Romney really have had some great
moral revelation or did he simply
realize he has to say whatever he
needs to get elected?
Besides leaving major life decisions
to women themselves, Obama has
done many things in support of
women. The first bill Obama signed
in office was the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act. In addition, he appointed
two women to the Supreme Court.
Clearly, being a mother is not the only
thing a woman can do.

A Warped, Distorted View on Women
by Hannah Howroyd ’13
President of PC Democrats
GUEST COMMENTARY
After reading Ms. Forster’s
article, “Obama Leads War on
Women, Romney Protects Them,” in
this past week’s Cowl, I felt the need
to respond and provide an alternate
opinion. I am sure other students
will be voicing their opposition, and
before it gets into another SlutWalk
takeover of the The Cowl, I’ll try to
keep it short and simple; I just want
to submit my take.
I found not only the article’s
presentation of President Obama
as slanted and warped in his
supposed views towards women,
but the discussion of women in
itself was distorted.
The article’s classification of
womanhood perpetuates a certain
female stereotype. Regardless of
whether ideals of womanhood are
propagated by males “imposing upon
us the desires of men” or whether
they came straight from a female,
I found the compartmentalized
definition bestowed upon women as
a gender distasteful. Women make
up more than half of the world’s
population. We all do not think, act,
or vote the same way. By pressing
upon women this ideal of “what it
means to be a woman” the article
deepens the fallacious entrenchment
of the definition and notion of
womanhood. The ties between
women transcend their potential
to be mothers, just as men are not
classified as a demographic solely
based on their potential to be fathers.
Therefore, the strict categorization
of “proper womanhood” in relation
to motherhood is off-base.
The platform of President Obama

in regards to the discussed topic of
birth control coverage is inclusive
and defends a more comprehensive
definition of womanhood. As a
woman, I’m not telling you in this
commentary what to think, do, or act,
and neither is President Obama. Yes,
President Obama has “vociferated
that the government should provide
funding for birth control;” yet does
he mandate that every woman
is required to take birth control?
Absolutely not. It is the individual
choice of a woman to decide what
is best for her and her body. On the
contrary, it is the conservative ideals
of the current Republican Party that
have been pigeon-holing women
into how to conduct themselves. If
I don’t want to take birth control, I
won’t. But who am I to tell someone
that they cannot and should not?
Now, from a Catholic standpoint

“

What it means to be a woman
should not be preached to the female
mass by either you or me.

”

I can see your argument; yet by the
very definition of the government,
the church and state are distinct
and separate. What are and are not
acceptable functions of government
is a debate for another day, but it
is not the job of the government to
instill and indoctrinate insular ideals
of femininity. Rather, it is the job of
the government to uphold equal and
inclusive services that do not seek to
disenfranchise those with opposing
ideologies. I was disconcerted that a
topic the article did not mention was
equal pay. If we women value and
cherish our potential to be mothers
to our children, then shouldn’t we
be able to support these children

with an income that is fairly earned?
The government should not only
support an individual female’s right
to decide for herself, but actively
give her the same path to success as
her male counterparts.
Furthermore, I found the article’s
pejorative classification of the “notso-feminine feminist” degrading.
Colloquially, by calling someone
a “not-so-nerdy scholar” does not
invalidate that person’s attainment
of good grades just because they
don’t fit into the mold of a “nerd.”
Similarly, standing up for one’s
rights should not be constricted by
one’s adherence to the construction
of what it means to be feminine. Just
because one does not fit into society
‘s conception of “feminine” doesn’t
mean that her voice shouldn’t be
heard.
What it means to be a woman
should not be preached to the
female mass by either you or me.
Each woman is an individual first,
and can therefore make her own
choices on the proper definition of
womanhood rather than abiding to
and feeling encased by the constant
stream of ideological definitions.
NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:
Thank you to all of those who
submitted responses to the article,
“Obama Leads War on Women,
Romney Protects Them,” which was
published last week. Because of the
number of responses, I only had the
space to print a few different arguments.
Please note that the commentary section
is an open forum for all students to
respond to the opinions of my writers,
who in turn have a right to publish their
opinions and views. My writers do not
intend to offend.
—Genevieve Ilg ’14
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Who Will Win the NBA
Finals?
As if having Kobe on the team
was not enough, now with two-time
MVP, Steve Nash, and reigning
Defensive Player of the Year for
three years, Dwight Howard, who
can compete with the Lakers? With
the “super teams” forming in the
NBA, the Lakers are as good as
anyone and seem primed to get
Kobe at least one more ring before
his career ends.
Examining
the
Western
Conference as a whole, it seems
that the Lakers were the only
ones to make huge moves in the
offseason. While the aging Spurs
seem to be content with retaining
their lineup and with OKC trading
James Harden away, the Lakers will
dominate the Western Conference.
Obviously, the big offseason news
was the acquisition of Nash and
Howard, while losing just Andrew
Bynum and cash, but also what
went under the radar were the
other moves the Lakers made. The
Lakers signed Antawn Jamison
and Jodie Meeks, while re-signing
Jordan Hill. In addition, Pau Gasol
and Metta-World Peace will
remain with the team. In short,
the Lakers retained talent and,
more importantly, depth, while
bringing in arguably the best
center in the league and a veteran
point guard that will make their
offense unstoppable.
As for league-wide play, there
is only one team I see standing in
the way of the Lakers’ 18th title: the
Miami Heat. However, the teams
would not meet until the finals and
overall, the new Lakers match up
well with them. There is a new and
better big three in LA now.
-James Kirby ’15

My pick to win the NBA
championship is the Oklahoma City
Thunder. They made it to the biggest
stage in professional basketball last
season and lost in five games to the
Miami Heat. This was obviously a
failed realization of their goal, but
the team showed tremendous ability
during their playoff run and has
improved in every season since their
league low 20-62 record in their final
season as the Seattle Supersonics.
With the Lakers’ big offseason
acquisitions, Dwight Howard in a
blockbuster trade and Steve Nash in
free agency, many people look at them
as the favorites in the West and for
the title. However, I see the Thunder
matching up extremely well with this
new-look Lakers team. Steve Nash
is still a fantastic point guard in any
offense, but he is a glaring liability on
defense and has gotten slower with
age. Thunder point guard Russell
Westbrook has the perfect combination
of strength and speed to take full
advantage of Nash’s weakness and
will give the Lakers huge problems on
defense.
The Thunder also have a scorer in
Kevin Durant, who can match Kobe
Bryant and is now thought of as the
best scorer in the league. Overall, the
athleticism of the Thunder creates the
toughest match-up for the Lakers and
will push them to return to the finals.
The Thunder traded away James
Harden, their third-best player, in a
recent trade with the Rockets. But they
received an outstanding shooter in
Kevin Martin and a promising rookie
in Jeremy Lamb. This trade was just
as much about winning now as in the
future. The Thunder will maximize
the value of these new players and it
will only help them to reach their goal.
-D.J. Anderson ’16
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Scores

Wednesday 10/24
Men’s Soccer vs. UConn						W, 1-0
Friday 10/26
Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Maine					
Women’s Volleyball vs. UMBC					

W, 3-2
L, 3-1

Saturday 10/27
Men’s Soccer vs. UConn						W, 1-0
Field Hockey vs. Louisville					
L, 2-1
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. St. Cloud State				
T, 1-1
Men’s Ice Hockey vs. Maine					
W, 3-0
Men’s Basketball vs. Assumption				
W, 88-45
Sunday 10/28
Women’s Volleyball vs. Binghamton 				
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. St Cloud State				

L, 3-2
W, 4-2

Schedules
Friday 11/2
Women’s Ice Hockey @ Maine				
Field Hockey vs. Syracuse					
Women’s Volleyball @ Stony Brook 			
Men’s Ice Hockey @ Vermont				

2:00
5:00
7:00
7:05

Saturday 11/3
Men’s Basketball vs. RIC					
Women’s Basketball vs. RIC				
Women’s Ice Hockey @ Maine				
Swimming and Diving @ Seton Hall			
Men’s Ice Hockey @ Vermont 				
Men/Women’s Swimming @ Seton Hall			

7:00
2:00
1:00
2:00
7:05
2:00

Sunday 11/4
Field Hockey vs. Big East Championships		

TBA

Wednesday 11/7
Women’s Ice Hockey @ Boston College 			
Women’s Volleyball vs. RIC 				

7:00
7:00

PC Is on Lockdown

The Friars Are on a Defensive Mission
by Daniel McNamara ’13
Sports Staff
men’s baksetball
At some point between the
Friars’ complete dismantling of
Assumption on Saturday afternoon
with a final score of 88-45, I
started paying attention to how
many times the referees blew their
whistles. Before you ask, I was
not complaining about the calls,
and I did not think they were
replacement referees. I realized
that out of the seven scholarship
players eligible to play and a walkon, 20 fouls were amassed for a
team that can ill-afford to do so.
Coach Ed Cooley vows that
his team is predicated on defense
and intensity. It is a team that
he hopes mirrors is the teams he
helped coach at Boston College:
physical, relentless, persistent,

and determined. A team
may
find itself allowing too many easy
baskets down the stretches of
games if they are not able to stay
out of foul trouble.
I understand it was only an
exhibition, but that does not mean
players will be able to stop reaching
and not position themselves well
enough to be able to play the
defense expected of them, all the
while staying out of foul trouble.
The concern last year was minutes.
Bryce Cotton ’14, LaDontae Henton
’15, and Vincent Council ’13 nearly
played every minute of every Big
East game. That may be the case
again this year, but those minutes
will not matter if they can only fully
exert themselves on the offensive end
because of the lack of depth the team
has.
Cotton will have many games
similar to the one on Sunday. He was
7-10 from the field, 4-5 from deep.
He dropped 23 points in 34 minutes

of action and was able to stay clear
of foul trouble. Why? Because his
role on the team is to score. Every
team has those guys, usually more
than one. Josh Fortune ’16 will start
for Coach Cooley this year. He is
a flat out scorer. He was recruited
and will start as a true freshman
because of this. He had four fouls
in 18 minutes. Lee Goldsbrough ’14
had the same. The same stat line as
Fortune: four fouls in 18 minutes.
If the Friars want to avoid going
4 for 18 in the Big East for the third
straight year and mirror teams
Cooley helped coach in the past,
that stat line must be left in the
doldrums of the season, because 4
and 18 will not get it done.

Photo courtesy of Friarblog.com
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Field Hockey Goes to Play-Offs
First Time in Two Years for the Lady Friars
by Chris Szimanksi ’14
Sports Staff
field hockey
The Providence College Women’s
Field Hockey Team played a home
game on Sunday, October 21 where
the team’s seniors were honored
in what was their final collegiate
game in front of the Friar faithful at
Lennon Field. Among those honored
were graduate student Jen Abrams,
Emily Jensen ’13, Emilie Stehly
’13, and Kathi Weidman ’13. After
Louisville scored with 17 seconds
remaining in the first half, Henni
Tietze ’15 scored her team leading
10th tally of the season on a penalty
corner, lifting it into the top right
corner over the sprawling Cardinal
goaltender. The play was assisted
by Caitlin Malone ’14 and Kaleigh
FitzPatrick ’15. Some seven minutes
later, the Cardinals scored the game
winner, allowing them to clinch a
spot in the tournament that they will
host this weekend.
Despite the loss to Louisville,
the Friars have already clinched a
playoff berth following a second half
comeback against Rutgers on Oct.
19. The win guaranteed the Friars
one of two remaining spots, with No.
4 Syracuse and No. 5 Connecticut
holding the top two spots already.
This is the first postseason berth
since 2009. With the victory against
Providence, Louisville clinched the
third seed in the Big East playoffs
and will face Connecticut, while the
Friars will play the top seed, Syracuse.
The Big East Tournament will be
played in Louisville beginning Nov.

2. The Friars fell earlier in the season
to Syracuse on Lennon Field, 3-0, in
a hard-fought game that saw penalty
corner conversions as the difference.
Here are a few facts that must hold
true in order for the Friars’ season
to continue. The team has been led
offensively by Caitlin Malone ’14,
who paced the team with nine goals
and eight assists for 26 points. The
defensive standout to this point in
the season has been Henni Tietze ’15,
who not only had a very good season
on the defensive backline, but also
leads the team in goals to this point
with 10, while adding four assists,
for 24 points. Protecting the net and
backstopping the run to the playoffs
has been Kathi Weidman ’13. The
keeper has two shutouts to her credit
this campaign, has posted a 2.49
goals-against-average, while stopping
almost 72 percent of the shots on her
cage. If the Friars are to streak through
the tournament it will start in net with
Weidman, and require Tietze and her
fellow defenders to keep the ball to
the perimeter and out of the defensive
third of the field quickly. The Friars
must also be efficient on penalty
corner conversions, and capitalize on
their opportunities in order to defeat
a very talented, top-seeded Syracuse.
This is the first season since 2009
that the Friars have two 20+ point
scorers in the same season, Malone
and Tietze. FitzPatrick and Steph
Guglielmo ’15 are also key contributors
on the offensive side of the field with
16 and 18 points respectively.
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Bullying the Bears
PC Sweeps Maine at Home
by Joey Ciccarello ’16
Sports Staff
men’s ice hockey

The Providence College Men’s
Hockey Team got back on the
winning track this weekend,
sweeping Hockey East foe Maine
3-2 and 3-0. They improved their
overall record to 3-2-1 on the
season, and improved their Hockey
East record to 2-1. Once again,
goalie Jon Gillies ’16 showed his
NHL-worthy talent in net, and
earned recognition by being named
Hockey East Rookie of the Week.
Gillies has allowed just 10 goals in
six games this season.
Friday night did not start the
way the Friars and their fans might
have hoped it would have, with the
visiting Black Bears dominating
possession early. Their efforts paid
off eight minutes into the game when
forward Connor Leen ’15 snapped
the puck past Gillies, silencing
the crowd of 1,770 at Schneider
Arena. However, the Friars were
not down for long. Seconds after
a Maine penalty, the Friars won a
faceoff in the opponent’s zone, and
defender John Gilmour ’16 slapped
the puck into the back of the net to
tie the game with just less than two
minutes left in the first period. The
second period passed with little
action, and the game headed to the
third period knotted at 1-1.
The Friars exploded early
in the third period,
going ahead just under
three minutes in on
Drew

Brown’s ’15 goal to take the lead for
good. The next goal came about five
minutes in, as Steven McParland ’16
tapped in a rebound for his first goal,
a goal that proved to be the game
winner. Maine responded later in
the period on a Mike Cornell goal,
but the Friars were able to hold off a
few late pushes from the visitor and
were able to secure the 3-2 victory.
Saturday night provided less drama
but the same result for the Friars, as
Gillies earned his first shutout of the
year. The three goals came from Ross
Mauermann ’15, Shane Luke ’15, and
Kevin Hart ’14 as the team took a 2-0
lead into the first intermission and
never looked back. The Friars continue
with Hockey East play for the next
few weeks, going away for a twogame series at Vermont this weekend,
and one game at Massachusetts next
weekend before returning home
on the Nov. 16 for a game against
Northeastern.

Photo courtesy of Hockey East Online
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Seniors Sent Off in Style
by Sarah Wacik ’15
Sports Staff
men’s soccer
On Oct. 24, the Providence College
Men’s Soccer Team faced the third
ranked University of Connecticut
Huskies in the final home game of the
season. This afternoon was the last
match at Providence’s Glay Field for
three senior members of the squad.
Before the game, the Friars held a
Senior Day ceremony as they honored
forward/midfielder Marc Cintron ’13,
forward Keith Jecewitz ’13, and goalie
Byron Regester ’13. All three seniors
spent their entire collegiate careers
with the Friars and made various
contributions to the program.
After these pregame ceremonies,
the Friars took the field to battle
the Huskies, who entered the
game with only one loss. The first
half saw some stellar defensive
performances and several scoring
opportunities for both sides. The
Friars could not successfully break
through the Huskies’ back line, but
remained composed and unyielding
to the opposition. The Huskies were
also unable to capitalize on two
solid chances to take the lead, as
the Providence defense remained
impenetrable. The first half came
to an end in a heated 0-0 deadlock
between the two teams, as UConn
tallied three shots, while the Friars

had two shots on goal.
Providence emerged from halftime
even more energized and determined
to put a shot in the back of the net. The
team picked up the intensity level and
put more pressure on the Huskies’
defense in the first minutes of the half.
In the 55th minute, the Friars
began a counterattack, as Cintron
sent a long pass to Jecewitz down
the line on the right side of the field.
Jecewitz then proceeded to sneak a
well-placed cross into the 18-yard
box right past the UConn defender.
On the left side, Marcos Ugarte ’15
made a terrific run from outside of
the box to break free from another
UConn player and charge toward the
ball. Ugarte then ripped a one-timer
with his left foot into the bottom right
corner past the Huskies’ keeper from
the six-yard box. The Friars’ sideline
erupted with excitement after Ugarte
blasted the shot past the outstretched
UConn goalie. The goal was Ugarte’s
second goal of the season, and
Jecewitz’s eighth point this year.
From
this
point
forward,
Providence
maintained
their
aggressive play, as the Huskies began
to pick up the pace. Several minutes
later, the Friars came very close to
another goal off of a powerful strike
from inside the 18-yard box from
Wilder Arboleda ’14. However, the
UConn goalie made an outstanding
one-handed save to prevent the
Friars from increasing their lead.

Toward the end of the match, UConn
began to put even more pressure
on Providence’s defense in a late
attempt to score. Strong efforts from
both defender Brandon Adler ’15 and
keeper Keasel Broome ’15 ensured
that the Huskies did not score this lastminute equalizer. Adler repeatedly
prevented the Huskies from creating
any major offensive opportunities,
while Broome recorded two clutch
saves in the final 10 minutes. Once the
final whistle sounded, the Friar bench
rushed onto the field to celebrate the
1-0 victory.
The Friar win marked the team’s
first victory against the UConn
Huskies since 2009, and also
allowed the senior players to emerge
triumphant in their final home game
in front of the Friar fans. After the
game, Jecewitz stated, “The win
on Senior Day is something that I’ll
always be able to remember for a
long time. It was a much needed win
to keep our playoff hopes alive and
was even more exciting that we were
able to upset the ranked Huskies. In
this game, the team gave its all, not
just for the seniors but for the whole
soccer program, and we came out with
a rightly deserved victory.” These
graduating players will be able to
retain some thrilling memories from
their collegiate careers at Providence,
especially this well-fought win over
UConn on Senior Day.
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE DAILY CAMPUS

Sports
by Bridget Stack ’13
Sports Editor
news
As balloons were flying in the air
and students lined the intramural
softball field, a group of four students
achieved their goal. The Gilbane Co.
Hits for Alzheimer’s, a charity event
raising money for the Alzheimer’s
Association: Rhode Island Chapter,
was created by students from Dr.
Daniel Horne’s Sports Marketing
class. Seniors Charlie Lillicraf, Becca
Larrivee, Daniel Harty, and Clancy
Healys raised awareness about this
disease through this event.
There are currently 5.4 million
Americans that are living with
Alzheimer’s disease; someone new
is diagnosed every 68 seconds. The
direct cost for care of those with
Alzheimer’s is estimated to be $200
billion. With this event, not only
were Providence College students
given an event to showcase their

home run hitting skills, but they also
allowed the students to fundraise for
the Alzheimer’s Association: Rhode
Island Chapter.
The Alzheimer’s Association:
Rhode Island Chapter is made up
of seven full-time employees, who
canvass the state of Rhode Island.
Though it is the smallest chapter of
the Alzheimer’s Association, these
employees work tirelessly to provide
for those with the disease. In this
chapter, the youngest person getting
assistance is 29 years old, while the
oldest is 91.
To help combat this disease, the
students created the Gilbane Co.
Hits for Alzheimer’s. This was a
home run derby event that was held
on Oct. 27, at the intramural softball
field. “We thought the home run
derby would be a good idea because
baseball is a passion that both the
younger and older generations
share,” explains Lillicraf.
As the hosts and planners of this
event, the students’ main goal was
to raise money and awareness for
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the Alzheimer’s Association, while
providing the Providence College
community with a fun activity on a
Saturday afternoon.
“We chose the Alzheimer’s
Association because we personally
know people who have been affected
by the disease,” said Healy. “I know
that the research being done can only
benefit the future generations.”
Contestants of all ages and skill
levels came to participate in the event.
Andrew Senger ’13 won the Men’s
Division with seven home runs,
while Shannon Pustis ’13 won the
Women’s Division. The contestants
were given five strikeouts, which was
any hit that were not home runs. Fr.
Cuddy, O.P., competed in the event,
finishing with four home runs.
The Gilbane Co. Hits for
Alzheimer’s raised over $3,000 for
the Alzheimer’s Association: Rhode
Island Chapter. “People our age are at
a good age to learn about the disease
and spread awareness,” said Healy.
“Especially since it is affecting those
that are younger and younger.”

Home Runs For Charity
Sports Marketing Class Scores
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